
ArguingWith The Devil
 Will Rogers jokingly said, “There are two ways of arguing with a woman: neither one works!” The same can be 

said of us trying to argue and reason with the devil. Neither one works, which is probably why scripture never commands 
us to argue with the devil. Rather we are commanded to “resist” the devil. There are some things in life we are wise to 
avoid, like wrestling with a skunk. [Even if you win, you still lose.] In like manner, we do well to avoid Satan whenever 
possible. 

However, when our paths cross, we are told to resist the devil, not in our own strength, but in the “mighty power” of 
the Lord (Ephesians 6:10). There is victory in one place and one place only, “in Christ.” In Ephesians 6:11 we are told to 
take our stand against the devil. It doesn’t mean that we go looking to pick a fight with the devil, but when it comes we 
don’t turn tail and run.

Speaking of taking a stand, allow me to tell you a true story about one of the toughest, most unique women I’ve 
ever known. Her name was Carrie. She was a not-so-ordinary farm wife. During the Great Depression of the 1930’s, her 
brother joined the rodeo in order to make some extra money for the family. For fun, Carrie used to ride Brahma bulls and 
bucking broncs. She winked at me and said she was really better than her brother, but women weren’t allowed to ride in 
rodeos. She was a large lady, physically about as strong as any man. I wouldn’t have wanted to tangle with her when she 
was in her prime. Once, years ago, the creek on their farm flooded and washed out part of the fence and their herd of 
Holstein dairy cows got out. Carrie took a hammer, was going to drive the cattle back into the pasture and then fix the 
fence. It so happened that their Holstein bull, which was big and mean (probably around 2,000 pounds), had also gotten 
out. The bull didn’t like Carrie trying to drive him so he charged her. She knew that if she ran she would get trampled and 
possibly killed. So, she stood her ground with her hammer raised, ready to hit the bull with all her might. When the bull 
got within a few feet of Carrie, he stopped dead in his tracks, and the two had a staring contest for several seconds. Then 
the bull turned and walked away! Carrie had called his bluff and won. [Or else the bull saw a huge angel behind her. I’m 
not sure which.]

That is a pretty apt picture of how we are told to take our stand and resist Satan, not with a hammer, but with the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. (Ephesians 6:10-18) If you take your stand and call Satan’s bluff, he may not turn 
away because of you, but he will turn away when he sees the sword of the Spirit raised. This is one reason why we should 
not only study, but also memorize God’s Word. Every time Christ was tempted by Satan, He did not argue or reason with 
the devil. Instead, He quoted scripture back to the devil. (See: Matthew 4:1-11.) We would do well to learn from Christ’s 
example. Unlike Will Rogers’ arguing with a woman, when it comes to Satan, there is a way which works. 






