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INTRODUCTION

When I was in my twenties, I was heavy into theology, and would often measure people by how they
stacked up theologically. Once I recall throwing out a test question to a fellow pastor to see how he meas-
ured up. I don’t remember what I asked him, but I was stunned by his reply.

He said, “I’d rather get to know you first, and come together on that which unites us in Christ, rather
than that which might divide us. Once I know you, then I’ll be glad to share my beliefs with you.” Even
now, the sensitivity of his answer, and the love he showed me, almost brings tears to my eyes. I came to
love him, and even though he is more theologically liberal than I, we remain friends. I can honestly say the
same thing about my Mormon friends. While I disagree with much of your theology, I still love and respect
you as people. I am sorry that I do not have the privilege of getting to know you before sharing my con-
fession [faith and beliefs] with you. I have no doubt that you love God and that you are sincere in your
faith. My goal is to stimulate your thinking about the nature of God and His awesome love for you. I don’t
wish to build a wall between us. I am aware that in the end we may have to lovingly agree to disagree and
entrust the outcome of our lives to God. 

If I didn’t think major eternal issues were at stake I would not bother writing you. The apostle Paul said,
“. . . test all things, hold fast what is true.” [I Thessalonians 5:21]. I ask no more nor no less of you. Of the
materials that Mormons have given me, I have “tested” them. I am not asking you to do anything that I
have not already done. In Acts 17:11, Luke wrote, “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than
the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true.”  Again, I would ask the same of you. See if what I share about truth
and love matches up with Scripture. 

There is a second reason I encourage you to study what I have to say. Whether you end up agreeing with
me or not, you will at least understand where I as a mainstream evangelical Christian am coming from.
This should greatly help you as you talk to other Protestants and evangelicals. I invite you to join me with
Bible in hand, and see what God might have to say to you. I will give scripture references for all the major
points I make. If you are convinced that what you believe is true, then what I write should not be a threat
to you, but rather a deepening experience. If what you believe is not true, then for sure you need to read
what I have to say. Either way, you should come out stronger, wiser person.
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THE RELIABILITY OF THE BIBLE IN JUDGING TRUTH

Before proceeding, in case you have doubts concerning the reliability of the Bible, please allow me to share
some Bible trivia with you, not that it is trivial in importance.  Since I will be quoting the Bible, it is good for
you to be assured that you can trust its accuracy; that the words of Jesus, for example, really are the words
of Jesus, and that they haven’t been distorted over the years.—How do we know the Bible is still reliable?

To start with, there are over 24,600 partial or complete manuscripts of the New Testament in either Greek
or Latin. The second best documented manuscript of antiquity is The Iliad and The Odyssey by Homer. It has
around 600 manuscripts. Most ancient documents have fewer than 10 original copies still in existence, yet they
are still considered “A-l” historical documents by historians. For example, there are only 7 extant (existing)
copies of the works of Plato, and 5 of Aristotle’s works. 

Even if all of the New Testament manuscripts were destroyed, we could still reconstruct all of the New
Testament, with the exception of about eleven verses, from the writings of the early church fathers before the
year 325 A.D. Even non-Christian historians have to admit that by all scientific, archaeological, and histor-
ical standards applied to any ancient manuscript, the New Testament we have today is over 99.9 percent reli-
able. Not one word in a 1,000 is in question, and no major doctrine is in doubt.

Concerning the Old Testament, prior to 1947, most scholars had been using Hebrew texts dated around
1000 A.D. In 1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in the caves of Qumran, near the Dead Sea, by a young
shepherd boy. They are easily dated around or before the time of Christ (100 B.C.–70 A.D.). They were vir-
tually identical to those the scholars had been using dated 1,000 years later.

Add to this the reverence and painstaking methods that Jewish scribes used to copy, check, and double
check, their handwritten copies of the Old Testament, and you see why the entire Bible is the most well-pre-
served piece of literature from ancient times. Anyone can dispute its message, not so its historicity.

The Bible as a whole is a miraculous piece of literature. Its 66 books were written over a period of approx-
imately 1,600 years, by 40 authors, on three different continents (Asia, Europe and Africa), in three differ-
ent languages (Hebrew, Chaldean and Greek), with many literary styles (poetry, historical narrative, parables,
proverbs, allegory), under all types of conditions (on the battlefield, in times of peace, in prosperity, in pover-
ty, in captivity, at sea, in palaces, in the desert), by all sorts of people (fishermen, shepherds, kings, a
physician, a rabbi, a tax collector, scribes, priests), on about every topic imaginable (God, salvation, sex, money,
marriage, family, war, politics, religion, relationships, leadership, business, etc.), and yet the Bible reads, not
as a fragmented mess, but as a unified whole.

It is virtually impossible to get five scholars from the same cultural background and language, who are all
alive, to agree on even one controversial topic, yet the Bible speaks with one voice, the voice of God, on hun-
dreds of topics.

It is my personal belief that the original writings were “inspired,” perfect in every way [II Timothy 3:16,17].
Modern translations are not inspired, but they are accurate copies of those which were inspired.

Hundreds of prophecies in the Bible foretold Messiah’s (Christ’s) coming, including where He was to be
born [Micah 5:2], that He would die having his hands and feet pierced [Psalm 22:16; cf., Isaiah 53;
Zechariah 12:10], and it also pinpointed the exact year and week  He would die [Daniel 9:25-26—read Daniel’s
Prophecy Of The Seventy Weeks by McClain to better understand this prophecy]. The Bible also predicted that
Jesus would conquer death by being resurrected [Psalm 16:10; cf., Acts 2:22-27].

How could the Bible predict such astounding things hundreds of years in advance if the Bible wasn’t true
and Christ wasn’t who He claimed to be? The odds are astronomical, approaching infinity, that any one man
could fulfill these exact prophecies made by many prophets over a span of several hundred years.—It was
God’s way to be sure we wouldn’t mistake His coming.

Would you care to make a prediction that 700 years from now a great religious world leader will be born
in a certain small town with a population of less than 500 people? And, could you predict 700 years in advance
the exact year and week this person would die? The Bible did. 
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Some scholars used to say that the Bible writers had taken events from the past and written about them in
such a way as to make it sound like they were yet to happen. However, with the discovery of the Dead Sea
Scrolls, we can now prove that the prophecies were written before the actual events, especially the prophe-
cies about Jesus.

I won’t go into any more detail but I recommend you read Josh McDowell’s book, Evidence That
Demands A Verdict Volume 1 or Dr. F.F. Bruce’s book, “The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?” 

GOD’S LOVE AND PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE

Allow me to first share what most “Christians” would agree are core foundational Christian beliefs. Use
your King James Bible, or whatever translation you wish, but do confirm what I reference. 

One of the most clearly taught doctrines of the New Testament is that salvation comes through accepting
and believing the gospel, which means “good news.” For example, Paul in Romans 1:16 says, “I am not
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes . . .”

In Galatians 1:8,9 Paul wrote, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than
the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again:
If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned.”—
Having a proper understanding of the gospel is crucial. While we as Christians may lovingly agree to disagree
on some issues such as baptism, prophecy, etc., but there can be no compromising when it comes to the gospel.
To believe or teach a false gospel, even by an angel, will lead to “eternal condemnation.” Why?  Because it
is an issue of truth, and because God says so.

Lest there be no misunderstanding, allow me to spell out what the New Testament teaches concerning the
gospel (good news) of salvation. The New Testament is quite clear. There is no ambiguity. [E.g., Ephesians
2:8,9]. The gospel is most easily defined by these four spiritual laws. 

Spiritual Law #1: God is a God of love. He loves you, and has a wonderful plan for your life [I John 4:16;
John 3:16; 10:10, Ephesians 2;10]. What God wants for your life is awesome beyond belief [Ephesians 3:14-
21].

Spiritual Law #2: So, what went wrong? Why aren’t more people experiencing what God intended? It is
because our sin separates us from a holy God [Isaiah 59:2; Romans 6:23]. Sin is active or passive rebellion
against God. It is not listening to God, but “doing our own thing.” Because God is “holy,” totally without
sin or wrongdoing, we cannot just bop into God’s presence [Isaiah 6:1-5, I John 1:5]. Just as you wouldn’t
be allowed to walk on someone’s expensive white carpet if you had oily, muddy shoes, neither will God tol-
erate sin in Heaven. If we went to Heaven without a basic change in who we are, we would corrupt and pol-
lute Heaven, just as we have the earth. 

We all fall short of God’s standard of perfection. If we lined up in front of the Grand Canyon, and tried
to jump across it, some might jump further than others; but the point is, we would all fall short.
[Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 3:23]. Because Adam and Eve chose to sin, the Bible teaches that this sin
nature got passed on to all mankind; the same way a leopard inherits its spots from its parents [Genesis 3;
Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12-21].

According to the Bible, sin is more than murder, stealing, or adultery. From God’s perspective sin is such
things as boasting in our own achievements. Sex outside of marriage is sin. Lying, gossip, slander, cheating,
cowardice, yielding to fear, not trusting God, coveting what others possess, not acting in faith, being disrespect-
ful, putting worldly success or money before God, unforgiveness, lack of prayer, not keeping our promises,
looking lustfully at someone, swearing, not acting in love, and a bunch of other things, are sin [Exodus 20; James
4:16; Galatians 5:19-21; Revelation 21:8; Romans 1:18-32; 14:23; Matthew 5,6; etc.].

According to the Bible, we all stand guilty before God, no matter whether we have sinned a little or a lot
[James 2:10].—It is like the man who said, “But, Judge, look at all the people I didn’t kill.”—The point? None
of us deserves to go to Heaven. We have all sinned against an eternal God and committed eternal sins.—Stating
it bluntly, unless God forgives us, by God’s standard we’re deserving of Hell. As a just and righteous judge,
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God cannot just sweep our sins under the carpet.
Spiritual Law #3: Christ is the only way to God. He died to pay the penalty for our sin. By his death,

Jesus bridged the gap between a holy God and sinful man. Either we go to God by way of Jesus, or we do
not get to God [II Thessalonians 1:8-9; John 3:16; Romans 5:8, Acts 20:28; I Timothy 2:5]. 

The story is told of a young woman who received a phone call from the  emergency room of a hospital stat-
ing that her dad was deathly ill, that he may have only hours to live. Because she lived a couple hundred miles
away, she got in her car and began frantically driving to see her father. As she was going through a small south-
ern town, she looked in her rear view mirror, and there was a police car chasing her. Because she was going
so fast, the officer didn’t merely give her a ticket, he arrested her. The next day she appeared before the local
county judge who told her that for going 50 miles per hour above the speed limit, her fine would be $300 or
three days in jail. 

She pleaded with the judge. “Your honor, you don’t understand. I don’t have $300 with me, and I can’t spend
three days in jail. I must go to see my father who is dying.” The judge said, “I’m sorry, young lady, but the
law says you must pay $300 or spend three days in jail.”

She began to weep, and the old  judge was moved with compassion. To the surprise of everyone in the court,
he stood up, stepped down from the bench, walked over, took off his robe, put on his sports coat, walked around
in front of the bench, pulled out his checkbook, wrote a check for $300, and laid it on the bench. Then he walked
back around, took off his sports coat, put back on his robe, and resumed his seat. He said, “Young lady, the law
says you must pay $300 or spend three days in jail, but I see someone has paid the fine for you. Case dismissed!”

In essence, that is what God did for us. The Bible says that the penalty for sin is death [Romans 6:23]. When
we stood condemned, without hope, God took off his robe of deity, put on a robe of humanity, became a man
in the person of Jesus Christ, and died for us. God did for us what we could never do for ourselves [Romans
5:6]. According to scripture, Jesus is both God and man. He has two natures: one human, the other divine
[Philippians 2:6,7 and Romans 1:3,4]. If we accept his offer of forgiveness, when we stand before God as Judge,
we will be standing before the One who loved us and paid the fine for us: “Case dismissed!”

Spiritual Law #4: Knowing the first three laws is not enough. It takes a response on our part. While we
cannot earn salvation, it is nonetheless a gift which must be received [Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:8-9]. John 1:12
says, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God.”—How do we receive the gift of salvation? 

First, we are asked to believe several wonderful truths: (1) that Jesus loves us, (2) that he died for our sins [past,
present and future], and (3) that he arose from the dead [John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 10:9; I Corinthians 15:3-5]. 

Since it is our sins which have been keeping us from God, we must be willing to turn from our sin [Mark
1:14,15]. The Bible calls this repentance, which simply means to turn around.—For example, if you are on
the wrong bus heading away from God, you need to change buses, and get on board with Christ. Or, putting
it another way, if you have been driving your own bus, it means being willing to get out of the driver’s seat,
and inviting Jesus to take over as your bus driver. He can turn your life around, and get you going in the right
direction. 

The tale is told of a man who tightrope walked across Niagara Falls with a 200 pound sack of sand on his
back. Upon successfully completing his feat he turned to a spectator and asked, “Do you believe I could do
that again?” The person said “Sure!” The tightrope walker tossed down the sand and said, “Then climb on
my back.”—Real believing is more than giving mental assent to the claims of Christ. God asks you to “climb
on board,” and commit yourself to him. It is more than believing something to be true in your head. It is a com-
mitment of the heart.

If you confess your sins to God, and ask him to forgive you, the Bible promises you will be forgiven. No
matter how big, or how awful, your sins are, God is more than willing to forgive you [Isaiah 1:18; I John 1:9].
And, more incredible still, is the fact that these sins will never be held against you [Romans 4:7,8; 8:1]. The
wonderful message of the New Testament is that salvation is an undeserved gift of grace that we receive by faith.
There is nothing we can do to earn it or work for it [Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 3:21-4:17].

Because we are weak and rather powerless when it comes to sin, God places his Holy Spirit in each per-
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son who receives Christ in order to help them keep from sinning. In other words, if you allow him, the Holy
Spirit will power your life [Acts 1:8; Ephesians 1:7-14, Galatians 2:20; I Corinthians 10:13; Philippians 4:13].
With God’s Spirit living in and through you, you can also begin to experience God’s peace and joy [John 14:27;
Galatians 2:20, 5:22; Romans 7:14-8:11].

And last, but not least, if you receive Christ into your life, you become a child of God, part of God’s fam-
ily.—Let me share a simple illustration. Would you go to a stranger’s funeral and ask the family of the deceased
for a share of the inheritance? You could tell them, “I’m a good person, and I do nice things for others.”—
Would that impress them? No. They’d say, “I’m sorry, but the inheritance is for family members only. We don’t
even know you.”

Well, the same is true with God. You must be born into God’s family if you expect to inherit what is God’s.
His inheritance is for his children, for those who know him. That is why Jesus said unless a person is born
again, he or she will never see the Kingdom of Heaven [John 3:3-18]. The moment you believe in Christ, you
are legally adopted into God’s family. You inherit eternal life, and glory beyond your wildest imagination awaits
you [I Corinthians 2:9; 3:21-23; Ephesians 1:3; Romans 8:31,32; John 14:1,2; Revelation 21:1-4].

When you die, how can you be sure you will go to Heaven to be with God? The Bible says, “And this is
the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God so that you may KNOW you have eternal life.” [I John 5:11-13, emphasis mine]—How can you know
you have eternal life? Does it depend on how you feel, or upon circumstances? No. It depends on God’s prom-
ise. God promises that if you believe in Christ, and commit your life to him, you can know you have eternal
life. 

Scripture also says that if you ask anything according to God’s will, God will hear and answer you [I John
5:14].—So, is it God’s will that you believe in Jesus and receive him? Yes [II Peter 3:9]. Therefore, if you sin-
cerely pray to God, and invite Jesus into your heart, you can do so with confidence knowing that God will hear
and answer your prayer. This is where faith comes in: believing that what God tells you is true.  

Speaking for myself, I entered into a relationship with Jesus when I was 14 years old. At a youth meeting
I prayed and invited Jesus Christ to come into my life and forgive me of my sins.—And he did. It was that
simple. To my amazement, it worked. God’s peace flooded through me. Old feelings of guilt were gone. As
I read the Bible, it finally began to make sense. God became very real to me. I also began seeing God answer
specific prayers, which surprised and delighted me no end. While being a Christian has been downright hard
at times, I wouldn’t trade the joy of knowing Christ for anything in the world. 

I will address other gospel-related issues at the end of this booklet.

A REALISTIC LOOK AT MORMON SCRIPTURES, HISTORY, AND THEOLOGY.

Someone once said that it is impossible to change or heal what you do not acknowledge. What I am about
to share, I share in love. Please, do NOT take my word for anything I am about to share, but research it for
yourself. Grab a Bible, along with a copy of the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants. I will docu-
ment everything I say so you can check it out on your own. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to see that what
I have to say is true. 

Problem #1: The Book of Mormon does not teach Mormonism.

Whereas the New Testament teaches Christianity, in like fashion one would expect the Book of Mormon
to teach Mormonism, but it doesn’t. In fact, just the opposite. If the Book Of Mormon is the “most perfect
book” ever written, as Mormonism claims, how is it that it fails to mention the majority of major Mormon
doctrines?  For example, the Book of Mormon fails to even address the organizational structure of the
Mormon church, the Melchizedekian priesthood, the pre-existence of the human soul, the Aaronic priest-
hood, etc. Further, it contradicts major Mormon teachings. Here are some of the more notable Mormon
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doctrines which the Book of Mormon contradicts.

What Mormonism Teaches                            Where the Book of Mormon teaches just the opposite.   
1. Mormonism teaches a plurality of gods.  Mosiah 12:35 [plus Isaiah 43:10; 44:6 in the

Bible] 

2. Mormonism teaches that God was once Mosiah 7:27
an exalted man 

3. Mormonism teaches that humans have the Mosiah 8:16
ability to become gods   

4. Mormonism teaches that everyone will go to The Book of Mormon teaches that there is a hell
one of 3 degrees of heaven and that not everyone goes to Heaven—Alma 

34:32-35; I Nephi 14:3; 15:29,30; II Nephi 9:12)]. 

5.  Mormonism teaches eternal progression Mosiah 7:27; II Nephi 27:23]. 

6. Mormonism teaches baptism for the dead Alma 34:32-35; Mosiah 3:25; 27:24
[Note:While I am on this subject, in I
Corinthians 15:29 when Paul speaks of “baptism
for the dead” he switches from first person pro-
nouns (I, we) to third person pronouns (they,
those) indicating this was a practice that neither
he nor the Christians to whom he was writing
practiced. The New Testament teaches that bap-
tism is not necessary for salvation. In a booklet
of this size I can’t adequately address the topic,
but you might read Acts 10:47,48 as one clear
example of when salvation preceded baptism.
Also, Paul clearly delineates the “gospel” from
“baptism”  in I Corinthians 1:17. Baptism is
important, but not for salvation.]

7. Mormonism teaches that Lucifer and This is contradicted by the fact Lucifer was/is a   
Jesus are brothers. fallen angel [II Nephi 2:17] while Jesus is “God”

[II Nephi 10:7]. Further, in the New Testament,
in Hebrews 1:1-8 it shows that Jesus is not an
angel, for he is creator (verse 1), higher than
angels (verses 4, 5), worshiped by angels (verse
6), and is seated on the throne of God and is
called “God” (verse 8).

8. Mormonism teaches that Adam eventually I Nephi 1:9-11; II Nephi 2:14-22; Mosiah 16:3,4
became God the Father.

9. God is changing since man evolves into godhood.   II Nephi 27:23 states that God is “the same yes-
terday, today, and forever” and that God is eter-
nal [I Nephi 11:21; 13:40; II Nephi 9:8; Mosiah
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3:5; II Nephi 26:12—See also Hebrews 13:8]. 

10. Mormonism denies the Trinity. The Book of Mormon affirms the doctrine of the
Trinity when it states, “. . . the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which is one God . .
.” [II Nephi 31:21, emphasis mine]. The Book of
Mormon clearly says that the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost are “one God,” not merely “one in
purpose.”

11. Mormonism teaches that salvation is more by Mosiah 4:2-6 [cf. Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 3:21-
works, rather than a gift of God’s grace. 4:17]

Problem #2 : There are false prophecies and factual errors in the Book Of Mormon.

1. In II Nephi 3:14 it says those who will seek to destroy the prophet (Smith) will be confounded.—They
weren’t. Joseph Smith was shot to death as he tried to escape from jail.

2. II Nephi 12:7 makes a statement about the land being full of “horses and chariots.” If he is referring to
the Americas, where the New Jerusalem would be, there is a major problem. There were no horses in the
Americas until the Spanish came to the new world in the early 1500’s. Further, archaeologists have never
found even the slightest hint of chariots. There is no archaeological evidence to support these claims.

3. In I Nephi 4:10 Joseph Smith wrote that the Indians had swords of “most precious steel.”—Archaeology,
to my knowledge, shows that the American Indian used rocks and flint stone for arrowheads, etc. If steel,
or even iron, had been around, the Indians would have retained the use of it. Further, the technology to pro-
duce steel (versus iron) was not perfected until the 1800’s, certainly nothing that primitive Indians could
have produced. Prior to the Spanish in the early 1500’s, there is no evidence that the Indians had either iron
or steel.
4. Joseph Smith wrote in the Book Of Mormon that Jesus was born in “Jerusalem” [Alma 7:10]. Micah 5:2
in the Old Testament and Matthew 2:6 in the New Testament, clearly teach that Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, the city of David. Bethlehem is located about five miles south of Jerusalem. It is not as though
Bethlehem was/is a suburb of Jerusalem. 

5. In D & C 101:17, 20, Joseph Smith prophesied that the temple would be in Jackson County, Missouri
and that it “would never be moved.”—He was wrong. It ended up in Salt Lake City.

6. Concerning the New Jerusalem and the temple being built, D & C 84:3,4 says, “. . . the temple lot, which
is appointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri. . . shall be built
. . . which temple shall be reared in this generation.” (emphasis mine) Read Revelation 21 for a descrip-
tion of the real New Jerusalem. As I read scripture it will be located, not in Missouri, but in Israel (e.g.,
verse 12). It did not occur in Smith’s generation as he predicted. The main Mormon temple is in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

Problem #3: There are serious moral problems with Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism.

1. In D & C 49:16 it says men should have only “one” wife (versus D & C 132). D & C 42:75 teaches that
whoever commits adultery should be “cast out.” [Adultery in the Bible is defined as having sex with some-
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one who is married to another.] Of Joseph Smith’s 49 wives, 12 were married to other living Mormon men
at the same time they were married to Smith.—Here are the names of the wives who were married to other
men, while at the same time being married to Joseph Smith. The year Smith married each woman is in paren-
thesis. 

1.) Lucinda Pendleton Morgan Harris, wife of G.W. Harris. (1838.)
2.) Prescindia Huntington Buell, wife of Norman Buell (1839?)
3.) Nancy Marinda Johnson Hyde, wife of Orson Hyde (1839?)
4.) Clarissa Reed Hancock, wife of Levi W. Hancock (1840.)
5.) Zina Diantha Huntington Jacobs, wife of Henry B. Jacobs (Oct. 27, 1841)
6.) Mary Elizabeth Rollins Lightner, wife of Adam Lightner (February 1842)
7.) Patty Bartlett Sessions, wife of David Sessions (March 9, 1842)
8.) Sally Ann Fuller Gulley, wife of Samuel Gulley (Before June 1842)
9.) Sarah M. Kinsley Cleveland, wife of John Cleveland (1842?)
10.)Ruth D. Vose Sayers, wife of Edward Sayers (August 1842?)
11.)Fanny Young Murray, wife of Roswell Murray (Nov. 2, 1843)
12.)Mary Ann Frost Pratt, wife of Parley P. Pratt (After April 1843)

[From No Man Knows My History, by Brodie; Published by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 1945, page 335, 336.
Mrs. Brodie is a former Mormon.]

If I am not mistaken, according to Mormon theology, the husbands of these 12 women will never get to
the Celestial part of Heaven because Smith stole their wives from them. If marriage is a requirement of get-
ting to the highest heaven these men will not make it.

As an outside observer, it would seem that Joseph Smith had an obsession with sex and in order to jus-
tify his affairs with other Mormon wives, he rewrote the scriptures. Most people either conform their
behavior to match their beliefs, or they try to change their beliefs to match their behavior. Joseph did the
later.
2. According to the Book of Mormon, on  September 21, 1823, the angel Moroni responded to a question
by Joseph about other Christian churches. The angel Moroni supposedly said, “I was answered that I must
join none of them (churches), for they were all ‘wrong;’ and the Personage who addressed me said that
all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt; that . . . they
teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the power there-
of.” (See Joseph Smith History 1:19; emphasis mine).

Taken at face value, these words are a blanket condemnation of all Christian denominations. Is is true
that all their creeds are wrong and abominable? Are creeds such as baptism, the great commission, com-
munion, etc., which most churches believe and practice, wrong? There are clear scriptures to support each
of these creeds and doctrines. Joseph Smith was told to “join none of them,” that they were all “wrong.”
A problem arises in that Joseph Smith joined the Methodist Church in Harmony, Pennsylvania in 1828, five
years after Moroni supposedly spoke these words to him. 

3. Joseph Smith did anything but die a martyrs death as Mormonism teaches. Joseph Smith tried to seduce
Jane Law, wife of Mormon newspaper man William Law who owned the Nauvoo Expositor newspaper,
under the pretext of entering into a celestial marriage with her, even though she was married to Mr. Law.
(As mentioned, of the 49 documented wives of Joseph Smith, 12 were wives of other living men.) Mrs. Law
told her husband about Smith’s sexual advances and his desire to marry her while she was still married to
William. This also means that Joseph Smith probably had sexual relations with the other women he married
who were still married to other men.

Mr. Law was furious and confronted Smith. He told Smith that unless he repented he would expose
Smith’s attempted seduction and his practice of polygamy in Law’s newspaper. Smith did not repent and
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Law printed the newspaper article June 7, 1844.
Joseph Smith was furious. He took approximately 50 of his followers and burned the newspaper build-

ing to the ground. When Smith burned down the newspaper building it gave those in the community who
hated Smith the excuse they were waiting for to arrest Smith. Smith was arrested and while he was in jail
a mob stormed the jail. Smith, who had been smuggled a six-shooter, fired all six shots into the crowd,
wounding three people, before being shot himself. He was dragged out of the jail and shot again, where he
died.—He did not “willingly give himself to the mob” as a martyr as Mormonism teaches. 

This whole account is historically documented in a book written by a former Mormon, Fawn Browdie,
entitled, No Man Knows My History (Alfred Knopf, Inc., 1945).

Problem #4: Mormon scriptures contradict each other.

There are major contradictions between the Book of Mormon and Doctrine And Covenants (D & C). One
of the clearest examples relates to polygamy.  Jacob 2:24 reads, “Behold, David and Solomon truly had
many wives and concubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith the Lord.” Jacob 2:27 reads, “.
. . For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife and concubines he shall have none.”

On the other hand,  D & C says just the opposite?—“David also received many wives and concubines
and also Solomon and Moses my servants,...and in nothing did they sin . . .?” (D & C 132:38)

In other words, Jacob 2:24 says David and Solomon sinned by having multiple wives while D & C 138
says they didn’t sin by having multiple wives. Both statements cannot be true.

The Book of Mormon teaches that polygamy is a sin. [Jacob 2:27}
D & C say that polygamy is an “eternal covenant” and that one cannot be saved without believing it:

“For behold, I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting covenant [polygamy], then are ye damned; for
no one can reject this covenant [polygamy] and be permitted to enter into my glory.” [D & C 132:4,
brackets mine.] 

If those who reject this covenant of polygamy are to be damned, where does that put the Mormon church
of today since they now reject polygamy, an “everlasting” covenant? Also, isn’t this changing the gospel
of Christ which Paul warned about in Galatians 1:8,9?  To make belief in polygamy a requirement for heav-
en (rather than belief in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross as an atonement for man’s sin)
changes the whole definition of the word gospel. For example, can you imagine John 3:16 reading, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him, plus embraces the
doctrine of polygamy, should not perish but have eternal life.”—You get the point.

Problem #5: The Book of Mormon teaches a different Jesus than Mormonism.

Both the Bible and the Book of Mormon, affirm the deity of Christ, whereas Mormonism denies the deity
of Christ in that Jesus was/is eternally God become man. One of the major arguments that Christ is God is
that He and the Father coequally share the same names and attributes of deity. The Book of Mormon clear-
ly teaches what the Bible teaches, that the one and only God has existed eternally as the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. There is no hint that Jesus and the Father worked their way to Godhood. Each are said to have
eternally existed as God. Read for yourself the names and attributes Jesus and God the Father coequally
share. I list New Testament passages in brackets.

Yahweh (Jehovah): Mosiah 12:33; II Nephi 22:2 [John 8:58]
God: Mosiah 12:33,34; 7:27; 13:34; 16:15; 17:8; 26:26; Alma 11:38,39; I Nephi 11:26; 13:41; 19:13; II
Nephi  

1:10; 6:9; 10:3,7; 11:7; 25:29; 26:12. [John 1:1,12, Hebrews 1:8, II Peter 1:1]
Alpha and Omega: I Nephi 20:12,13 [Revelation 22:13,16]
Lord: I Nephi 17:14, 30; Mosiah 3:18 [Philippians 2:10,11]
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Savior: I Nephi 10:4; 21:26; Mosiah 3:20 [Titus 2:3,13]
King: II Nephi 10:14; 16:5; Alma 5:50 [Revelations 19:16]
Judge: II Nephi 13:13; Mosiah 2:27; 3:10,18 [John 5:22]
Holy One: I Nephi 20:17; II Nephi 1:10; 2:15-18; 9:15; Omni 1:26 (cf. v. 25) [Acts 3:14]
Light: I Nephi 13:36; 15:15; II Nephi 4:35; Jacob 7:25 [John 8:12]  
Redeemer: I Nephi 17:30; 21:7,26; 10:5; II Nephi 2:6; 33:6; Mosiah 15:1; 26:26 [Acts 20:28]
Shepherd: I Nephi 13:41; Alma 5:38 [I Peter 5:4]
Creator: God the Father (I Nephi 2:12; 17:36; 20:13; II Nephi 2:14; 8:15; 9:40; Jacob 2:5), God the Son
(II Nephi 9:5; Mosiah 3:8; 4:2 [cf. v. 9]; 26:23) God the Holy Spirit: (Alma 18:26-29) [Hebrews 1:1,2;
John 1:3,10; Colossians 1:15-18]
Omniscient: I Nephi 9:6; Mosiah 29:19 (cf.  3:8) [Matthew 11:27]
Omnipotent: I Nephi 1:14; 9:6; 17:48; Mosiah 3:5,17, 18, 21; 4:6; 5:15 [Jude 24]
Eternal: I Nephi 11:21; 13:40; II Nephi 9:8; 26:12; Mosiah 3:5 [John 8:58]
Immutable [Unchanging]: II Nephi 27:23; Moroni 10:18,19 [Hebrews 13:8]
Received Worship: I Nephi 11:24; 17:55; II Nephi 25:16, 29. [Please recall that Jesus taught that only
God is worthy of worship.—Matthew 4:10. Yet the Bible says Jesus received worship.—Matthew 28:9,
17, Hebrews 1:6, etc.] 
Received Prayer As God: I Nephi 1:5; II Nephi 32:9; Enos 1:4; III Nephi 19:18 [Acts 7:59; I
Corinthians 1:2]

While I am on the subject of the deity of Christ, allow me to share how the term “Son” is used of
Jesus, especially since He is called the “Son of God.” I believe Mormons (and many Christians) often mis-
use the term. Please allow me to clarify how the New Testament, and seeming the Book of Mormon, use
the word.

In the Bible, the word son is used several ways: literally and/or figuratively. In Greek, two words were
translated “son’’: teknon and huios. Teknon is the Greek equivalent of our word son. [E.g., “John is the
son of George.”] The other Greek word, huios, is used mostly figuratively . In the New Testament it is the
figurative use of the word, Son, which is most often used of Jesus. The word Son was used of Jesus in at
least four ways: Son of Mary, Son of David, Son of Man, and Son of God. Except for Jesus being the Son
of Mary, the other three uses of the word Son denote a  figurative use of the word. Let’s briefly examine
the four ways in which Jesus is called “Son.” 

Son of Mary

According to His human nature, Jesus had one parent, Mary. In this sense, Jesus of Nazareth was literally and
physically a “son.’’Since Jesus had no literal earthly, biological father, because He was virgin born, the only real
“Father” the man Jesus had was God, for the seed implanted in Mary was from God’s Holy Spirit (not an angel
or some alien from outer space).

Son of David

In this instance, Son (huios) of David is figurative because Jesus was not a literal first generation descendant of
David (See Matthew 22:42-45). The term does show that Jesus is a descendant and heir of David.

Son of Man

The term “son of man” is distinctly Jewish and is first used in the Old Testament. The Hebrew word, man, was
used in the collective sense (i.e., humanity).  Another way of saying it would be, “Son of mankind.” Obviously, the
word “son” is figurative, not talking about a literal son. The term, “Son of Man” links Jesus to all humanity.

Son of God

We now come to the phrase, “Son of God.’’How are we to understand it? Some people have questions about

~ 10 of 15 ~ rev 100522

Mormons Who Seek Truth— by Bart Larson



the word Son, interpreting it, wherever it appears, in the literal sense, as a son is born to a father and mother. According
to their reasoning, there is no way Jesus could be God because he was God’s son. Some people, using the fact that
Jesus is a son, might say, “Did you ever hear of a son who did not have a beginning?” Of course, the question may
be turned around, “Did you ever hear of a father who didn’t have a beginning?’’ No, the term “Son [huios] of God’’
can be used to imply the full deity of Christ just as the term “Son of Man,’’ as discussed earlier, implied His full
humanity (and deity).

Son of Man = Full Humanity
Son of God = Full Deity

If the term Son of Man means that Christ is man, the term Son of God means that Christ is God.  
According to Philippians 2:6,7, Jesus had two natures: “God” and “Servant” (man). That is what the terms “Son

of God” and “Son of man” indicate.
Christ is referred to as the “only begotten Son of God.” C. S. Lewis illustrates the meaning of “begotten’’when

he writes: 
One of the creeds says that Christ is the Son of God “begotten, not created’’; and it adds “begotten by his Father

before all worlds.’’Will you please get it quite clear that this has nothing to do with the fact that when Christ was
born on earth as a man; that man was the son of a virgin? We are not now thinking about the virgin Birth. We are
thinking about something that happened before Nature was created at all, before time began, “Before all worlds’’
Christ is begotten, not created. What does it mean? 

We don’t use the words begetting or begotten much in modern English, but everyone still knows what they mean.
To beget is to become the father of: to create is to make. And the difference is this. When you beget, you beget some-
thing of the same kind as yourself. A man begets human babies, a beaver begets little beavers and a bird begets
eggs which turn into little birds. But when you make, you make something of a different kind from yourself. A bird
makes a nest, a beaver builds a dam, a man makes a wireless set—or he may make something more like himself
than a wireless set: say, a statue. If he is a clever enough carver he may make a statue which is very like a man indeed.
But, of course, it is not a real man; it only looks like one. It cannot breathe or think. It is not alive. 

Now that is the first thing to get clear. What God begets is God; just as what man begets is man. What God cre-
ates is not God; just as what man makes is not man.
Problem #6: Mormonism teachings on celestial marriage contradicts the teachings of Jesus and Paul.

Mormonism teaches celestial marriages and is contradicted by Jesus when He taught that people in
heaven “neither marry nor are given in marriage” [Matthew 22:30]. Mormonism teaches that to reach the
highest level of Heaven, to become a “god” or “goddess,” one must be married. This poses several prob-
lems, not the least of which is that Paul urged singleness as a viable alternative to marriage in I Corinthians
7:7, 8, 25-38. The great apostle Paul, himself, was single (verse 8). This means that Paul, according to
Mormon theology, will not make it to the highest heaven because he was not married, but chose a life of
singleness. According to Mormon belief, the main writer of the New Testament, who had had visions of
Heaven, will not make it to the highest heaven because he chose to be single.

Problem #7:  The Book of Mormon has been altered since it was first published. 

There have been 3,913 documentable changes in the Book Of Mormon of today compared to the 1830
edition. Read the book, “The Changing World Of Mormonism,” by two former Mormons, the Tanners, who
have photographic copies of some of the early manuscripts. They were sincere Mormons until they began
to investigate the facts and discovered the massive cover up behind the Book Of Mormon. Smith’s first edi-
tion was not nearly as good as you may have been taught.—The evidence is there for you to explore.

If the Bible had become as corrupt and full of errors as Joseph Smith said, then why does the Mormon
church still use the King James Bible, rather than Smith’s own translation of the Bible?  And, why is so
much of the King James Bible quoted verbatim in the Book of Mormon?
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Problem #8. The witnesses for Joseph Smith and the Book Of Mormon are not consistent.

1. Supposedly Martin Harris, one of the witnesses, showed the plates to a Professor Charles Anthon, a
renowned Egyptologist who allegedly verified that the plates were authentic. Problem: in a letter to a Mr.
E.D. Howe, Professor Anthon stated, “The whole story about my pronouncing the Mormon inscription to
be reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics is perfectly false. I soon came to the conclusion that it was all a trick—
perhaps a hoax. The paper contained anything else but Egyptian hieroglyphics.”

Who are we to believe; the farmer who lied about seeing the plates himself [as he later admitted when he
confessed that he had only seen them through the “eyes of faith”], or the Egyptian expert who had no rea-
son to lie?—For sake of honesty, since it is one person’s word against another, I believe Mormons should
quit using Professor Anthon as a factual witness since you cannot conclusively prove who was lying, Martin
Harris or Professor Anthon.As I understand it, no Egyptologist [non-Mormon] who has seen copies of
Smith’s supposed reformed hieroglyphics recognizes them as being Egyptian.—They appear to be a fabri-
cation, something Joseph Smith made up. Were you to look closely at the copy of what Smith wrote down
as being Reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics, you’d see that the letters look like a bunch of fancy “2’s,” “L’s,”
“D’s,” “6’s,” “H’s” and other letters from the English alphabet? They do not begin to compare to real
Egyptian hieroglyphics, the alphabet used during the time period the golden plates were supposedly written.
See:  www.concernedchristians.com/index.php?option=com_fireboard&Itemid=42&func=view&catid=520&id=77439

2. Secular experts in Egyptian hieroglyphics say there is no such things as “Reformed hieroglyphics?” The
Egyptian alphabet remained unchanged from the 5th century B.C. until the 4th century A.D. (which is the
time period for the golden plates).
3. There are no golden plates today. Could it be that there never were any golden plates and Joseph Smith
got himself off the hook by saying an angel took them back to heaven? That way no one can prove nor dis-
prove their existence.
4. Of the three witnesses mentioned in the front of the Book of Mormon, Oliver Cowdery left the Mormon
church permanently. David Whitmer later called Joseph Smith a “false prophet.” Martin Harris left the
church but came back to it late in life. Smith at one time called Harris a “liar and swindler.” Under sworn
testimony Harris confessed that he had never actually seen the gold plates, but that he had seen the the
plates “not as I do that pencil case,” but  “with the eyes of faith…though at the time they were covered
over with a cloth.” [See The Godmakers by Decker and Hunt, Harvest House Publishers, for documenta-
tion of all these points.]
5. There are an additional eight witnesses listed in the front of the Book of Mormon. Five of these eight
witnesses were later expelled from the Mormon church as apostates. Can they be called credible witness-
es? For example, would you accept the credibility of the New Testament if over half of Jesus’s twelve apos-
tles were later kicked out as apostates? 
6. The three remaining “eight witnesses” were all relatives of Joseph Smith. Whether they could be trust-
ed or not, one can say that there were definitely family and financial reasons for not contradicting Joseph.

Problem #9: How the Book of Mormon was written is highly suspect .

1. There are whole chapters from the Bible which are copied almost verbatim in the Book of Mormon—cf.,
II Nephi chapters 12-24 with Isaiah chapters 2-14. What is sad is that Joseph Smith did not always give
credit where credit is due. In numerous places he made it sound like he was translating from the golden
plates rather than copying from the KJV.—For example, if you look at many of the footnotes in the Book
of Mormon, where it shows where parallel passages can be found in either the Old or New Testaments, you
will see that many passages which are quoted from the Bible are not identified as being from the Bible.
There are approximately 25,000 words plagerized or copied directly from the Kings James Bible.
2. Joseph Smith wrote his copy of the Book of Mormon, not in the English dialect of his or our day, but in
the exact Shakespearean English used in the King James Bible which was translated in 1611 A.D. 
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3. The King James Bible puts words in italics which are not found in the original Greek, words which were
added by the translators to clarify the text. Joseph Smith includes those same words, added by the transla-
tors of the KJV, in the Book of Mormon, words which could not have been in the golden tablets because
KJV was written almost 1,000 years after the Book Of Mormon was supposedly given. (E.g., compare
Isaiah 53 with Mosiah 14.) 
4. Much of the Book of Mormon (not already plagerized from the KJV Bible) coincides with the fictional
novel “Manuscript Found,” written by Solomon Spalding, a Presbyterian minister. One of the main char-
acters in the book was even named Nephi. “Manuscript Found” was written twenty years before Joseph
Smith supposedly found the golden plates. Spalding’s brother and others, in sworn testimony, have stated
that Smith stole virtually the entire story for the Book of Mormon from Spalding. The name of his book
was Manuscript Found. The book was taken to a printer to be printed, but for some reason never was. It
was later found by a Sidney Rigdon, a former preacher, who in turn shared the manuscript with the young
Joseph Smith. [As a side note, I am personal friends with one of the ancestors of the Spalding family. My
friend mentioned that some of the older Spaldings, to this day, still hold a grudge against Joseph Smith for
allegedly stealing this manuscript.]

Problem #10. I find no clear prophecies which find their fulfillment in the Book of Mormon (unless
they are those plagerized from the King James Bible). 

Some Mormons say that Ezekiel 37:16,17, which mentions two sticks becoming one, refers to the Bible
and the Book of Mormon becoming one.—If one reads the context, Ezekiel is talking about the southern
kingdom of Judah (verse 16a) and the northern kingdom of Israel (verse 16b) becoming one nation again.
Israel fell to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and Judah fell to the Babylonians in 586 B.C. Ezekiel even inter-
prets what the two sticks mean in 37:19-23 when he says that in the later days God will bring the two
nations, represented by the two sticks, back together as one. This prophecy was literally fulfilled in 1948
when Israel became a nation after almost 2,500 years. Ezekiel’s dry bones, spoken of in the first half of
chapter 37, did come back to life. The two sticks, Israel and Judah, have merged into one. 
Problem 11. Truth is determined objectively, not subjectively as Mormonism teaches.

I have had numerous Mormons tell me to just read the Book of Mormon, “pray about it,” and that some-
how I would feel God witnessing to its truthfulness, like a burning in the bosom. The danger with this kind
of teaching is that it by-passes the question of truth. As you know, all of us are highly susceptible creatures.
Haven’t you ever bought a used car or some other product which you felt was right only to find out it was
a lemon? Or has a sales person ever played on your emotions and you were sold a false bill of goods? Or
have you ever believed the lies of a politician who seemed so honest and upright, only to find out he was
a consummate liar? Did you ever believe in Santa Clause or the Tooth Fairy?—Facts, not feelings, are how
we determine truth.

I admit that as I read much of the Book of Mormon it does have an authentic, inspired ring of truth. One
reason for this may be that much of the Book of Mormon really is scriptural since approximately 25,000
words  were copied straight from the Bible. 

Of course it is not wrong to pray that God will give us wisdom and guidance [James 1:5], but it is God’s
word that is to be the standard whereby we determine truth. Jesus said, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word
is truth.” [John 17:17 . . . See also, II Timothy 3:16,17, II Peter 3:18.]

A TIME TO SORT THINGS OUT

Whew. Thanks for hanging with me. I know I’ve thrown a lot at you. I’m sure that much of what I have
written has been very difficult for you to read emotionally. (I’m sorry!) The main issue before you, of course,
is truth and a very big God of love. As you humbly, honestly investigate and research the scriptures and the
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facts I’ve presented, I think you will conclude that Mormonism fails the truth test.—Those who follow Joseph
Smith and Brigham Young may be nice sincere people, but they are sincerely wrong. 

On the other hand, the historic Christianity I have presented can easily be defended, not only scriptural-
ly, but from the writings of the early church fathers. When all is said and done, Christianity is not so much
a religion, as a love-relationship with the living, eternal God, through His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. If you
have felt the Spirit of God speaking to you, and you have become convinced in your heart and mind that what
I have written is true, then you must make a decision. Will you choose to believe a lie because it is comfort-
able, or will you seek and follow the truth because that is what God asks of you? 

Some day you will stand before God, either forgiven or unforgiven. Hell is one of those horrible doctrines
most Christians, myself included, don’t like to discuss. Jesus, however, talked about Hell more than all the other
Bible writers put together. Not to choose God, and accept his offer of forgiveness through the true gospel of
grace, is to choose a life of eternal separation from Him [Daniel 12:2; Revelation 20:11-15; II Thessalonians
1:8-9; Matthew 13:40-43]. If our good works could have saved us Jesus would not have had to die. However,
there is no other payment for sin acceptable to God other than the death of Jesus on the cross. Scripture says,
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved” [Acts 4:12]. 

No one has a deciding vote in this decision but you. God votes for you. Satan, who is also very real, votes
against you. I pray that you will cast your deciding vote before it is too late. According to scripture, there are
no second chances in another life [Hebrews 9:27]. So, what will you do with Jesus? He stands at the door of
your heart knocking. Will you open the door and let him in? [Revelation 3:20] What greater joy could you
have than to know your sins are forgiven, that you have been given eternal life, and that you are prepared to
meet your Lord. His return could be very soon [Zechariah 14:1-9; I John 3:1-3].

If you are ready to renounce the false teachings of Mormonism, and accept the very simple gospel of God’s
grace given through the Lord Jesus Christ, may I suggest the following prayer, or one like it: “Dear Lord Jesus,
I thank you for loving me and for dying for my sins. I am truly sorry for the ways that I have sinned
against you. Forgive me for the lies I chose to believe in Mormonism and for those I may have led astray. I
believe, Lord Jesus, that you died on the cross for my sins. I know now that I could never work my way to
Heaven, it is a gift of your grace. As best as I know how, right now, I invite you to come into my life. Forgive
me of my sin and make me the person you want me to be. I willingly yield my life to you. Thank you for hear-
ing this prayer. Amen.”

If/when you are ready to receive Jesus Christ, pray this prayer.  The words are not magical. The important
thing is that you mean them. Once you have invited Jesus Christ to be a part of your life, I encourage you to
find a loving church where the Bible is both honored and taught. Make public your commitment to Christ by
being baptized [Matthew 28:19,20; Acts 10:47, 48a]. Visit several churches before you pick a church. Pray
about it, check out what they truly teach, and listen to your heart. God can lead you. It is sort of like trying
on a new pair of shoes. You don’t necessarily want to buy the first pair you try on. 

Continue to pray, read scripture, and allow God to speak to you. If you’re a student in high school, may
I suggest you check out such groups as Campus Life, Young Life, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, K-Life,
etc. If you are in college, there are some wonderful college ministries such as Campus Crusade For Christ,
the Navigators, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, etc. Groups such as these are a great way to begin to grow
and to find support throughout the week. Even if you are not a student, call one of these groups and ask them
to suggest some good churches in your area. 

The story is told of a native witch doctor who had done much evil in his life, causing much needless suf-
fering through his witchcraft. As a result of the love and work of some Christian missionaries, he yielded his
heart to Christ. Later, he called a tribal meeting to share with his village the transformation that had
occurred in his life. He said that before he came to know Christ, it was as though there was an evil dog in him
that made him do cruel, hateful things. When he repented, and asked Christ into his life, he said it was as though
a powerful dog of love and peace came to live in him.

As he spoke, a small lad sitting at his feet grew more and more absorbed with what he was saying. When
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the lad couldn’t take the suspense any longer, he blurted out, “Did the bad dog leave?” The former witch doc-
tor paused and said, “No, son, he still hangs around.” The boy asked “How do the two dogs get along?” The
old man replied, “They fight all the time!” The little boy, with great concern in his voice said, “Well, which
one wins?” The old man, with a smile and a twinkle in his eyes said, “The one I feed the most.”—How true.

There are spiritual battles that will go on in your life. Just as God and angels are real, Satan and his demons
are also real. The New Testament has much to say about them. Beside the books I’ve mentioned thus far, there
are three books I highly recommend to help you gain and maintain spiritual victory in your life. The first two
are written by Dr. Neil Anderson; Victory Over the Darkness and The Bondage Breaker. The third book is,
Search For Significance by Robert McGee. I also recommend such Christian writers as Charles Swindoll, Josh
McDowell, and Max Lucado as profound, yet readable authors. If you like somewhat heavier reading, try C.S.
Lewis [e.g., Mere Christianity, The Weight Of Glory, The Screwtape Letters], or Peter Kreeft [e.g., Making
Sense Out Of Suffering].

To grow as a new Christian, I also suggest you contact any of the following Christian organizations for their
assistance and literature. Check your local phone book, inquire at a Christian bookstore, or access them over
the internet.
Billy Graham Evangelistic Assoc.: http://www.graham-assn.org
Campus Crusade For Christ: http://www.ccci.org
Fellowship Of Christian Athletes: http://www.gospel/com.net/fca/
Freedom In Christ Ministries [Dr. Neil Anderson]: http://www.ficm.org
Great Commission Ministries:http://www.greatcommission.org
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship: http://www.ivpress.com
Josh McDowell Ministries: http://www.ccci.org/josh/
The Navigators: http://www.gospelcom.net/navs/
Youth For Christ: http://www.gospelcom.net/yfc/
* You can also log onto http://www.gospelcom.net/ for addresses of other Christian organizations and

resources.
Keep feeding the good side. May His grace and peace be yours.
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