
Battle Tested
 A Vietnam veteran shared how God had used the war to give him a new perspective on life. He said, 

“People who have never been tested in wartime get upset over such small things, whereas in war, dealing with life and 
death issues, one soon learns what is important and what is not.” He went on to say that many of the trials he now con-
fronts, like having a flat tire on his tractor, or experiencing financial difficulties, are no big deal because, compared to the 
war, they’re trivial. Once, in heavy combat, he said he was actually so frightened that he had to take his finger and dig the 
dried up gum out of his mouth because he was literally “scared spitless.” 

 He shared with great affection about the friendships he forged during the war. Some of his army buddies became 
closer than brothers. He spoke of loving them with a love that most non-war veterans cannot fathom. There’s a bond that 
will never be broken. He would do anything for them, and they for him. Having fought side by side, the only reason some 
of them are still alive is because they were willing to risk their lives for one other. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than 
this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

 Have you ever thought that many of our problems in our Western and European churches are the result of having 
had things too easy? We’ve grown soft and complacent. While secular humanism, pluralism, hedonism, Islam, commu-
nism and poverty are taking over much of the world, we’re safely inside our air-conditioned churches with padded pews, 
insulated from the needs of the real world, arguing over the color of carpet. In many parts of the world, where persecution 
abounds, and Christians are persecuted and dying for their faith, there is a unity and bond of love and fellowship rarely 
seen in our churches. There is nothing wrong with these comforts, in and of themselves, but unless we are engaged in 
true spiritual warfare, battling the enemy on his ground, are we really soldiers for Christ?   

 Which raises the question: “Should we pray for a life of ease, or should we pray for the courage to engage the 
enemy wherever he has entrenched himself?” C.T. Studd, missionary to China, India and Africa, said, “Some want to live 
within the sound of church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a yard from hell!”

 It takes courage to pray Isaiah’s prayer, “Here am I. Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). Are you praying for ease and comfort, 
or are you praying to be used in the battle for men’s eternal souls? Christ’s Great Commission in Matthew 28:19,20 com-
mands us to take His gospel into all the world and make disciples of all nations. Without wanting to offend, can you name 
one person you have discipled in the last ten years? How many people on the face of this earth are living for Jesus Christ 
because of your life? Do we dare call ourselves disciples of Christ if we have never engaged the enemy and are not obeying 
our Commander and Chief?

 Alexander the Great once tried to encourage a young soldier who had gotten scared in the heat of battle and 
retreated. Alexander the Great asked the young man his name. The young soldier replied, “Alexander, sir.” Alexander the 
Great’s face grew angry and in a stern voice he said, “Son, either change your name or change your behavior!” Oh that we 
would be deemed worthy to call ourselves Christians (Christ-ones), to bear His holy name.      






