
The Power Of One
      Have you ever considered the power of one?—one act, one idea, one invention, one book, one sin, one lie, one 
act of kindness, one truth, one hurricane, one tornado, one earthquake, one victory, one nuclear bomb, one spark from a 
fire, one divorce, one affair, one friendship, one teacher, one parent, etc. The world trembles under the power of one.
 Recently I was caught in a huge traffic jam on a major highway in a large city during rush hour? I’m sure it all 
started when, for whatever reason, one car slowed down, far below the posted speed limit, while going through a work 
zone. The result was a chain reaction which forced hundreds of faster-moving cars behind them to hit their brakes. The 
result? Hundreds of people ended up getting stuck in a traffic jam. People would be late to appointments, would get home 
late after a hard day’s work, some cars would over-heat, there would be a few fender-benders, parents stuck in a car with 
whining kids would be pulling their hair out, etc. What may have only cost the slow-driving front-car a minute of time 
ended up costing hundreds of other drivers a total of thousands of wasted minutes. One slow driver! One chain reac-
tion.
 Think of the impact of one politician, one famous athlete, one singer, one tele-evangelist, one priest, one doctor, 
etc., caught in a moral failure, has. We see it all the time as their stories are broadcast nationwide, and you see their photos 
on the covers of tabloids in the super market. They will never regain their good name and reputation. It only took one 
sin in the Garden of Eden to radically change the world for the worse. But for the grace of God, one sin could spell our 
downfall. 
 An AIDS virus is so small that 200 million of them could fit on the period at the end of this sentence. Yet, would 
you intentionally allow just one in your body? It’s only one!
 What impact could only one simple physics formula have? How ‘bout, E=mc2?
 What could one spanking accomplish? When I was around two years of age my folks lived in the tiny town of 
Olivet, Kansas, which had a population of less than 150 people. My mother told me not to cross the street because I 
might get hit by a car (which was highly unlikely). Nevertheless, one day I disobeyed and I crossed the street. When she 
saw me, she ran across the street, grabbed me, and then proceeded to spank me all the way across the street, down the 
sidewalk, all the way into the house. Some would say her punishment was a bit excessive, but do you know what? That 
was the only spanking I ever received in my entire life. I thank God for it, because it taught me to obey. I learned early on 
that disobeying wasn’t worth the consequences. While I’ve had lots of faults as a Christian (pride, fear, etc.), intentionally 
being disobedient, either to my parents or to God, has not been one of my besetting sins. Whatever rebelliousness I had, 
got “wooped” out of me when I was about two years old.
 What can Satan do with one lie? If you were Satan and you wanted to have the greatest impact for evil you could 
in a person’s life, what would you do? Would you waste your time continually tempting them to sin? No. All you would 
have to do is implant one single lie into their thinking as a child, and that one lie would control them the rest of their lives, 
until the power of that lie was broken. That may be one reason why Jesus had such harsh things to say about those who 
cause a little one to sin, that it would be better for them to have a millstone (weighing several tons) be hung around their 
neck and they be drowned in the deepest sea (Mark 9:42).
 Consider the power one book or one idea can have. Take for example Darwin’s, “The Origin of Species,” or Karl 
Marx’s, “The Communist Manifesto.”  Do you realize the impact these books have had? Marx’s book helped give rise to 
atheistic Communism, which has led to the death of multiplied millions of people in Russia, China, Europe, etc.  Darwin’s, 
“The Origin of Species,” has probably caused more people to become atheists than any single book ever written. In fact, 
Hitler adopted Darwin’s survival of the fittest as his excuse to exterminate over six million Jews and others he deemed 



unfit, or inferior, due to race, retardation, being handicapped, etc. 
 Think of the impact of one Plato, one Socrates, one Muhammad, one Jesus, one Saul of Tarsus (the apostle Paul), 
one Buddha, one Martin Luther, one Constantine, one Galileo, one John Newton, one Martin Luther King, one Gandhi.—
Incredible. Then, of course, there’s you! Never under estimate what God desires to do in and through you as you walk 
humbly with Him. The ripple effect of your life, whether you realize it or not, will probably be far greater than you can 
possibly imagine. What you do in this life will likely be felt for generations to come. The question is, “How will it be felt?” 
We only get one shot at this thing called life. Let’s not waste our opportunity to impact our world and touch eternity.

Eagle Prayer
Dear Lord, by your grace...

May I soar above the ominous thunderheads and storms of this life.
May the storm winds which blow against me lift me to your presence.
May the pain of broken dreams produce an insatiable longing for Heaven.
May I glide with effortless freedom as I rely upon your promises.
Thank you that it was for freedom that you died to set me free.

May I build my nest high upon the mountain of your love.
May I look directly into the glory of your Son and not be blinded.
May I meet each day with joyous anticipation because of your guiding presence.
May I willingly give up what cannot be kept in order to gain what cannot be lost.                                              
Thank you for setting a rainbow of hope over my future.






