
ENCORE 
 
 There is one word I have yet to come across in the Bible and that is 
the word encore. When a stage performance is over the audience will often 
keep clapping hoping for an encore, where the singer or the band will come 
back out on stage and do an encore, one last song. It’s like the little kid who 
says, “Daddy, do it again. Do it again.” When God answers a prayer, our 
tendency is to want an encore, “Do it again God. Do it again.” God rarely 
answers those types of prayers. Once is usually enough. To confirm a 
promise to Hezekiah, in Second Kings, chapter 20, God caused the shadow 
on the steps to go backwards ten steps. God did it once. He did not do it 
twice.  
 God is not a magician, nor is He a vending machine who will pop out 
a miracle every time we ask, but when God does answer it brings an 
indescribable joy. A couple of weeks ago I was going to see a new hospice 
patient in nearby small town and all I had was her address. I typed it into 
Google and nothing popped up. Because of the brain cancer my patient had 
she was unable to give me directions, so I prayed God would help me find 
the street she lived on because I was clueless. I stopped at a Dollar General 
store and asked the clerk where to find her street. He got a surprised look on 
his face and said, “I live on that street!” God had answered my prayer. The 
first person I asked knew the answer. It brought joy to my heart. 
 Because God’s ways are higher than our ways the prayers he will and 
will not answer often come as a surprise. We walk by faith, not by sight the 
Bible says. However, God knows when to answer our prayers of faith and 
when to say, “No.” He answers when it is good and right to do, but not 
because He is into doing encores. Remember, He is God. We are not. 
 


