
Tuition
Have you experienced significant losses in your life? I have known my share. I’ve had a couple of major busi-

ness deals blow up in my face through no real fault of my own. My dad was a risk-taker and I guess I have followed in his 
footsteps. Some of my risks have paid off very well; others . . . Let’s just say they were less than satisfactory. 

As I’ve gotten older, I now view many of my losses, not so much as losses, but as tuition. When I went to college, I 
willingly paid my tuition in order to get an education. I didn’t begrudge spending my hard-earned money because the 
gains (receiving an education) outweighed the losses (the cost of tuition).   

A couple of years ago I recall taking a sheet of paper. I drew a line down the middle. On one side of the paper I made 
a list of the major losses I’ve known in my life. (To be honest, I was really on a pity party.) On the other side of the paper 
I wrote down the positive things which had come as a result of the losses: empathy, entering into the sufferings of Christ, 
humility, wisdom, etc. I was blown away. As I compared the two columns, for the first time I realized that the gains which 
had come because of the losses far out-weighed the losses themselves. Most of the losses were temporal (not eternal), 
whereas most of the gains were spiritual and eternal in nature. Talk about an eye-opening revelation!

As I think about the losses I’ve known, do they still hurt? Of course. However, they no longer hurt as much, because 
I see how God has used them to help educate me and make me the person I am today. Had I succeeded at everything I 
tried, instead of God graciously allowing me to fail and experience loss, I might be doing arts and crafts shows in malls 
and convention centers, rather than touching lives for the Kingdom. Thank God that I did not succeed! Thank God for the 
craft show that got rained out, even though my partner and I lost $18,000 dollars in one day.—Call it tuition.

A young teller once asked the president of the bank for the secret of his success. The president thought for a moment 
and said, “Son, it is learning to make wise decisions.” The teller thought about that for a few seconds and then asked, “How 
do I learn to make wise decisions?” The president said, “By making a lot of bad ones.” 

Call it tuition.     






