
The Secret To Having The Fullness Of God
 In the early 1970’s Dr. Bill Hull preached one the most memorable sermons I’ve ever heard.  His text was 
taken from Ephesians 3:14-21 which reads: “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 
of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 
 The question Dr. Hull posed was, “What is the secret to having all the fullness of God?” I had completely misread 
this Ephesians passage. I thought that for me to have the fullness of God depended on how much I was able to love God. 
But, is that what this passage says? No. Listen carefully to the words of Paul again. Paul prayed that we would “know the 
length, the breadth, depth and height of God’s love AND be filled to all the fullness of God.” (verse 19, emphasis mine) 
There it is! Did you catch it? Do you know the secret to truly experiencing God’s fullness? Is it based on how much you 
love God? No! Rather you and I are able to be filled to the fullness of God when we begin to believe and understand how 
much God loves us! Only as we begin to truly comprehend the length, breadth, height and depth of God’s love for us will 
we be ushered into the fullness of God. Think about it. What a freeing, profound truth!  
 What Dr. Hull said radically changed my life, and totally reversed my understanding of God’s love. I pray it will 
transform your life as well. Dr. Hull then directed us to John 3:16 as an illustration of God’s four-dimensional love. John 
3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” So, “What is the length, breadth, height and depths of God’s love?”  
 To what length would God go to show us His love?—The answer is that He would go the ultimate distance—
sending “his one and only Son” to die for us. God commends His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us (Romans 5:8). Christ, as God-the-Son, left the eternal glories of Heaven, and condescended to become a man, and 
die on an agonizing cross, that we might be able to receive the gift of forgiveness and eternal life. (Philippians 2:6-11)
 How broad is the love of  God?— Why it encompasses the whole world, every man, woman and child. The Lord 
knows our sin (past, present and future), and still chose to die for us.   How high will the love of God 
go?—It will reach up to the highest heavens and into eternity itself. In Christ we are given everlasting life. 
 How deep does the love of God go?—Why it will reach down into the very depths of hell and beyond, that we 
should not perish.
 Experiencing God’s fullness has very little to do with how much love we have for God. Rather it begins as come 
to know how much He loves us. Once we begin to comprehend His love, then of course we will love and obey him. Our 
loving Him is a response to His loving us. Subconsciously I always thought I had to earn or merit God’s love, which is the 
opposite of true grace. God first loved us.  John 3:16 stands as the perfect reminder of God’s love for us. 
 “Lord, open our eyes to see and know your love. Open our hearts to receive it into the very core of our being. 
Open our minds to embrace it and allow it to transform us from the inside out. Fill us to all the fullness of God, for we 
ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.”






