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      Have you ever wondered whether something was true, 
but you were too afraid to ask for fear of making a fool of yourself? 
I certainly have. Or, have you ever felt anxious about learning the 
truth so you avoid it, like waiting hours to call the doctor to get 
the results from your cancer test? However, isn’t there a sense of 
relief once you get the courage to face your fears? Maybe the test 
results were good. The pain we cause ourselves by avoiding 
the truth is almost always greater than if we would have 
simply faced our fears in the first place. If you have never read 
the Bible, have you ever wondered whether what you’re basing 
your faith on is actually true, but you were too afraid, or too 
embarrassed, to ask? Or, maybe you didn’t know where to look? 
     Without trying to tell you what you should or shouldn’t 
believe, in this small study you will find Bible passages which 
specifically address some of the most frequently raised questions 
about Catholicism. Now, in the privacy of your own home, you 
can read for yourself what the Bible has to say. (Reading a modern 
translation of the Bible will make it easier.) Simply allow the Holy 
Spirit to be your guide as you look into His Word. Jesus said, “But 
when . . . the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.” 
(John 16:12). Jesus also said, “And you shall know the truth and the 
truth shall set you free.” (John 8:32) — Pray! Ask! Believe!
       May this study be a time of you joyfully partnering with God.

NOTES



Do you ever wonder whether you have performed enough 
good works to earn or merit a place in Heaven? Is salvation 
earned or is it a free gift you must receive by faith? 

1. Ephesians 2:8-10  2. Romans 3:28-4:8      3. Romans 4:24    
4. Romans 5:8,15-17    5. Romans 6:23    6. Romans 11:6 
7. Galatians 2:16 8. II Timothy 1:9
 
According to the Bible, who or what is it that truly saves us? 

1. Romans 5:8,9           2. Hebrews 9:22       3. Hebrews 10:10-14,18  
4. I Peter 1:18,19  5. Revelation 1:5      6. Revelation 5:9

Of what importance should the Word of God (the Bible) be in your 
life? Should every believer know and study it, or just the 
magisterium/leadership of the church?

1. Matthew 4:4   2. Luke 8:19-21 3. Luke 24:25-27 
4. John 15:7     5. John 17:17  6. II Timothy 2:15
7. II Timothy 3:15-17   8. Hebrews 4:12 9. Hebrews 5:11-14  
 
How can you really know if you’re forgiven and have eternal 
life? Do you need to live in fear of receiving further punish-
ment or purging from God for your sins after you die?

1. Romans 4:7,8 2. Romans 8:1   3. Galatians 2:17-3:6
4. Hebrews 2:14-18  5. I John 1:9   6. I John 4:16-18 
7. I John 5:11-13 8. Jude 24,25  9. Psalm 103:11,12

Who is the one mediator between God and man?  

1. I Timothy 2:5  2. John 14:6        3. Galatians 1:3-10    

Does the Bible teach that all true believers (whether male 
or female) are actually priests with direct access to the very 
throne of God?

1. Hebrews 4:15,16     2. I Peter 2:5,9      3. Revelation 1:6 
4. Revelation 5:9,10 

What role does Mary, the mother of Jesus, play in the 
formation and theology of the early New Testament Church? 
[Apart from the two birth narratives of Jesus as a baby in 
Matthew 1:18-2:17 and Luke 1:26-2:41, Mary is mentioned 12 
other times in the Bible; all in the first five books of the New 
Testament. She is never referred to in the Epistles, or the book of 
Revelation, which tend to be more theological in nature.] 

Here are the 12 other places in the New Testament where Mary 
is mentioned: 

1.   Matthew 1:24,25 2.  Matthew 12:46-50   3. Matthew 13:55-57  
4.   Mark 3:31-35 5.  Mark 6:3,4   6. Luke 2:48-51
7.   Luke 8:19-21 8.  Luke 11:27,28  9. John 2:1-12
10. John 6:41,42 11. John 19:25-27 12. Acts 1:14

What does the Bible say one must do to receive salvation?

1.  John 1:10-13            2. John 3:3,14-18        3. Acts 2:36-42
4. Acts 10:42,43                5.  Acts 16:29-34         6. Romans 10:2-13    
7. I Corinthians 15:1-11   8. Revelation 3:19,20    

    It is both exciting and enlightening when we realize we 
can learn new scriptural truths on our own as we are guided by the 
Holy Spirit. But, as you may also be feeling, it can also be 
a bit overwhelming once you commit to being a true follower of 
Christ. Following Jesus on the road of truth is not always easy nor 
popular. There are dangerous ditches on each side of the road. 
Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must take up his cross 
daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23) Commit to obeying what you 
know to be true and God will direct your way. (See: Proverbs 
3:5,6.) Use your head, listen with your heart, stay in the Word, 
pray, and fellowship with other like-minded believers. 
    If you’d like to do a more in-depth study very similar to this 
one, go to our website, GraceReflections.com under the 
section, Defending The Faith, and download the free booklet, 
“Perfected In Love.” 
       May God richly bless you as you continue to “grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  (II Peter 3:18)
_________________________________________________
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