
Getting Off The Fence

I had just left the room of a hospice patient in a nursing home, and as I was walking down the
hallway toward the nurse’s station, I noticed a lone nurse sitting behind the counter looking
depressed, as if she had the weight of the world on her shoulders. Since there was no one else
around, I struck up a conversation with her in the hopes of possibly encouraging her. As we talked,
she expressed faith in the Lord, that she was a believer, so I asked if she’d like to pray with me.
We went to her office, closed the door, and I prayed for her and the trials she was battling. When
I finished she leaned back in her chair with a huge smile of relief and said, “I really needed that!”

That was the start of a beautiful friendship. However, as I got to know her I realized that, while
professing to be a Christian, and I’m sure she was, she was living a very worldly life. She was
having an affair with a doctor, smoked, was not attending church, etc. She was straddling the
proverbial fence, with one foot in the world and one foot in Christianity. 

After my patient in the nursing home died, and I was no longer going there on a regular basis,
I kept in contact with her by email. One day, I sent her an email lovingly challenging her to get
off the fence and get right with the Lord, that she’d never really know true peace or happiness until
she did. (Some of the most miserable people in the world are fence-straddling Christians!) 

Weeks went by and I didn’t hear back from her. I thought, “Oh, no! There goes that friend-
ship!” Then, a few weeks later I got an email from her consisting of three words: “I’ll do it!” And
she did. She broke off the affair with the doctor, quit smoking, drinking, going to worldly parties,
started attending church, and as a single mom got her two daughters into a youth group. Except
for one little dip in the road, where she got involved with an old lover, she has been pretty much
steadfast in following the Lord ever since. While life certainly continues to have its ups and downs
for her, she remains committed to Christ. I truly praise God for her. She is like a sister to me. I am
so proud of her.

Why am I writing this? Because the majority of Christians I know tend to be straddling the
fence to greater or lesser degrees. Even if they don’t have their whole leg over the fence, they still
have a couple of toes on the other side. 

I once heard a seminar speaker say (forgive the use of the cuss word he used, but in this case
it fits): “Ninety-nine percent is a bitch, but one-hundred percent is a snap (easy).” What he meant
was that whenever we are less than 100% committed to the Lord, life is a “b_ tch.” Sin, whether
great or small, robs us of joy and peace. Knowingly being disobedient, even if it is only one-per-
cent, still brings a sense of guilt. We feel like a hypocrite because we know we aren’t living up to
the standards we profess. While we may be under grace as Christians, nowhere does the Bible say
that we can knowingly condone sin in our lives without there being consequences (Galatians 6:7-
10; Hebrews 12:7-11). Sin brings us under God’s loving discipline.

Because we live in a world that panders to the lusts of the flesh: sex, drugs, pornography, ram-
pant materialism of every size-shape-and-color, unwholesome entertainment, junk food, etc.,
temptations are becoming harder and harder to avoid. They’re everywhere. Sadly, temptations
would not be temptations if they weren’t tempting. Like bait on a hook, sin looks pretty attractive
until Satan jerks the line and the hook sinks in. Then it isn’t so pleasant. 

I don’t want to belabor the point, but let me ask you, “Are you a fence-straddling Christian?”
I think one of the greatest regrets most believers will experience in Heaven, myself included, is

 



when we realize how much the Lord loved us and how little we loved Him in return. It isn’t only
the overt sins we have committed that may cause us sorrow, but it may be all the things we should
have done, or could have done, but didn’t that may seem inconsolable. (See: Matthew 25:31-46.)
Each of us are living one breath and one heartbeat from eternity. One day we will have to give an
account of our lives before a holy God who is judge of all. (I Corinthians 3:10-15) 

My intent is not to play the fear-card, or try to guilt or shame you into living a moral life. That
could end up being nothing more than a form of pride or moralism, not necessarily Christianity.
Lots of religions have high moral standards. Christianity is not about us trying to be good in our
own strength. Rather, it is us being in loving fellowship with the Lord, serving Him for the right
reasons. We should want to live a holy life, not only because He is holy, but out of a sense of love
and gratitude for all that He has done for us. We owe Him our very lives; all that we have or will
ever be. Plus, if we had any sense at all, we’d know that we can’t live in sin and experience the
joy and fullness of the Holy Spirit’s presence. The two are mutually exclusive.

Sin, in any of its forms, hurts us and can be devastating to others. It promises much, but the
return on the investment is pitiful. Someone once said, “No matter how sincerely or passionately
an idol is treated as God, sooner or later it will break the heart of the worshipper.” Why do we
turn to our idols of sex, drugs, TV, work, materialism, ungodly entertainment, binge eating, etc?
Aren’t we trying to fill a void, an emptiness inside? We all have legitimate emotional and spiritu-
al needs, but when we try to meet them in illegitimate ways, they always lead to heartache. Pascal
said that deep within each of us is a God-shaped vacuum (hole) which only God can fill. Anything
else we seek to fill that emptiness with, other than God, will ultimately break our hearts. The Lord
loves you and wants to fill your life with His joy and peace. They do not coexist with known sin,
when we’re living with a leg or toe over the fence.

If you’re a fence-straddling Christian, and you know you’re holding onto your pet sins, and
all it is bringing you is guilt and shame, with no lasting peace or joy, don’t you think it’s about
time that you repented (turned around) and got back on track with the Lord? Or, maybe you’re liv-
ing a moral life, but you aren’t really doing anything for the Lord either. You may not be strad-
dling the fence, but you’re sitting on the sidelines doing nothing. You too need to repent of your
apathy, or cowardice, in taking a stand for Christ. God has wonderful plans for your life which
you are missing. (See: Ephesians 2:10.) What rewards will there be in Heaven for doing nothing?

If we are living in the end times, and the Lord’s return is near, as it certainly seems to be, then
our opportunities to live for Him may be much shorter than we think. Chuck Swindoll says, “It is
never too late to start doing what is right.” It is a whole lot better to begin living for Christ late
than never at all. I believe the greatest joys and heavenly rewards will be for those who lived all-
out for Him with deep passion and love. (Read Luke 7:36-50 for an encouraging story of grace,
passion and forgiveness.) When Christ comes in glory with all His angels, I don’t want to feel like
hiding in shame, like some little kid who got caught with his/her hand in the cookie jar.

“Dear Lord, forgive me for being a fence-straddling Christian. You know the areas of sin I’ve
been hanging onto (name them...). Please forgive me for turning to these idols to fill the pain and
emptiness I feel inside. Heal my wounded heart. Bring me into the joy of walking in obedience and
daily fellowship with you. Lord, I don’t have the power to give up these sins on my own. I admit
my powerlessness over my addictions. Please break Satan’s grip on my life. Cleanse me. Fill me
with your Holy Spirit. Draw me to yourself, and allow me to walk in victory from this day forward.
Forgive me for my apathy, for the times I’m not a committed follower of you, for the times I’ve
been a spectator rather than a participant in the game of life. Open my mind to understand and



cherish your Word. Give me the inner strength to get off the fence and commit my life 100% to
you, for it is in your name I pray. Amen.”


