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Good morning brother!

Dan, thank you for sharing your Pentecostal doctrinal beliefs with me. You obviously love the
Lord as I do. Many of your doctrines I agree with, such as the inspiration of the scriptures, the
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, etc. There are some doctrines which are pretty unique to
the Pentecostal faith on which we lovingly disagree. With much respect I want to share some of
my evangelical beliefs with you and ask that you weigh them in light of the scriptures. As much
as possible I want to come together on that which unites us in the faith, not that which might
divide us. I know we both love the Lord and his Word...therefore, I trust that you will receive this
study in the spirit of love in which it is given. Paul commended the Berean Christians, in Act
17:11, for weighing what Paul taught against the Word of God. That is all that I am asking of
you.—May God richly bless you as you do this study.

I. You mentioned that believers do not go to Heaven when they die. I lovingly disagree. Think
with me: 

1. Is Jesus with the Father in Heaven now? (Yes...”I ascend to my Father...”) He and the
Father dwell on the same throne.

2. Is God in Heaven? Of course...many verses affirm that. “Our Father who art in
Heaven...”

3. Do believers go to be with Jesus when we die? Yes. (Paul says, “absent from the body,
present with the Lord.” and “departing to be with Christ”—See: Philippians 1:21-24)

4. Therefore, it would seem to me that believers do go to Heaven when we die, just as
Stephen did when he was being stoned and saw Jesus standing at the right hand of the
Father (in Heaven). Acts 7:54-60.

5. About the thief going to Paradise, according to II Cor. 12:2-4 Paradise has now become
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the “Third Heaven” (where God dwells). It may well be true that before the resurrection
and Christ’s death on the cross that believers went to the paradise section of Hades (ver-
sus torment). Those who were in that Paradise have now been exalted to Heaven await-
ing the resurrection of the body. Recall also the tribulation saints who are killed for their
faith? Where were they? Beneath the altar in Heaven (Rev. 6:9,10). 

II. About Baptism being necessary for salvation, I totally agree with you that it is important and
should follow as closely to conversion as possible. However, as important as baptism is, I don’t
think that it is necessary for salvation for the following reasons:

1. If baptism were necessary for salvation it would mean that salvation is dependent upon
man. For example, it would mean that unless another person is present to baptize the
new convert that convert cannot be saved.  It would mean that Christ’s death on the
cross was not enough for salvation, but is dependent upon someone else. I totally dis-
agree with that thinking. For example, what about a person in a Japanese prison during
WWII who was smuggled a New Testament, read it, received Christ and was then exe-
cuted without ever having had the chance to be baptized. Was he saved. I would say,
“Yes, of course he was.”

2. If baptism by iimmersion is necessary for salvation it would mean that many people in
hospitals [such as many of my hospice patients or those in burn units], Russian prison-
ers, etc. could never be saved as they have no means of being baptized by immersion.
That is simply not biblical. For example, do you remember the thief on the cross who
was crucified beside Jesus, how he believed and was saved? Imagine that another thief
was being crucified beside the apostle Peter and through Peter’s testimony this thief too
came to believe in Jesus. Could that thief be saved if he believed in Christ but was not
baptized? Is Christ’s grace any less? Of course not. Of course he could be saved through
believing in Christ (Romans 10:9,10). Therefore, baptism is not necessary for salvation
as I Cor. 1:17,18 teaches. (Note how Paul differentiates between the “gospel” with “bap-
tism.”)

3. Also, in Acts 10:47 salvation preceded their baptism. These people were already saved
and already had the Holy Spirit before being baptized, which means they were already
saved.—Is baptism important? Of course it is, just as communion is important, but nei-
ther are essential for salvation.

III. Are works necessary for salvation? Here’s a little study I did on salvation...hope you find it
helpful.

1. When we are saved, are all our sins forgiven?

Past: Ephesians. 2:5-9

Present: Titus 3:5, II Timothy 1:9

Future: Romans 5:9,10; I Thessalonians 5:8

2. How do we remain saved? Is it by our good works? 

I Peter 1:5;  Philippians 1:6; Jude 24,25; I Corinthians 1:8

3. Is grace base on our "works"? 

Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 11:6; II Timothy1:9; Galatians 2:20,21
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4. If we sin do we lose our salvation?

I Corinthians. 3:10-15 (Key verse: verse 15...Please note that the Corinthians were some of the

most messed up Christians in the whole New Testament, and yet notice the promise they are

given  in I Corinthians 1:8. While they may lose rewards in Heaven at the Judgment Seat of

Christ, their salvation does not seem to be in jeopardy.)

5. Is our salvation secure in Christ? 

John 6:37, 39,44,45; 10:27-30; 17:12; 18:9

Romans 8:29,30,38,39

Ephesians 1;13,14; 4:30

I John 3:8,9; 5:18,19

6. Do we need fear that God will punish us for our sins once we die? 

Romans 4:7,8; 8:1; I John 5:18,19

7. Isn’t it true that Christ die for our sins on the cross? How are we united with him in his

death? 

Galatians 2:20

8. If we have truly believed in Christ, what promises are we given?

John 3:16; 11:25,26; I John 5:11-14

I am aware that some passages can be used to argue that salvation can be lost. If the above

verses are true, and the law of non-contradiction is true, then two opposites cannot be true at the

same time. Allow the clear verses in scripture to shed light on the more difficult passages. With

that said, grace is never a license for sin (Romans 6:15). Those who chose a life-style of sin had

better examine themselves to see if they are genuinely saved (II Corinthians 13:5). If there is any

doubt that one’s sins have been forgiven, that is easily settled. God is gracious and willing to for-

give the person who humbly repents of his/her sins  (I John 1:9). Any person can receive God’s

grace and forgiveness now (Ephesians 2:8,9; Revelation 3:20; John 1:12; Romans 10:9-13; John

3:16).

Dan, one last thought: in the book of Galatians, there was a group of so-called believers (called

Judaisers) who taught that salvation was by grace plus circumsion and following the law of

Moses. Paul said that they were not preaching the true gospel, that nothing should be added to

grace. (See especially Galatians 1:6-9 and Ephesians 2:8.9).

IV. About Pentecosals “Jesus-only” doctrine.
Dan, I am aware that many Penecostals subscribe to the Jesus-only doctrine, that the Trinity

does not exist, but rather that God chooses to manifest himself as either the Father, or as the Son,

or as the Holy Spirit, but that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not distinct Personages within

the Trinity (the one God existing as three distinct, eternal beings).

Here is a study I did on the doctrine of the Trinity and why I think the doctrine of the Trinity

is scriptural. Please take the time to study and think through these verses. There are many exam-
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ples which I believe prove that the oneness doctrine (that Jesus and the Father are one and the

same) is false. For example, look at John 8:17 where Jesus said the he and the Father make “two”

witnesses. While they are “one” within the Godhead [John 10:30], yet they are distinct. They

make up “two,” not “one.”  There are many places where plural pronouns are used of the Father,

Son and Holy Spirit.

Another clear example is in Romans 8:26 and 34 where both the Holy Spirit and the Lord

Jesus intercede to the Father on our behalf. Note that it says Jesus “also” intercedes for us, which

means that he stands distinct from the Holy Spirit who also intercedes for us. 

Study it for yourself. This first part of this study defends the deity of Christ, which I know you

believe...the second part defends the Trinity. This is a study I did years ago.[Even though you and

I would both strongly disagree with Mormon theology, I have listed in brackets references from

the Book Of Mormon which teach the deity of Christ. I did this to show that even the Book of

Mormon does not teach Mormon theology, since they deny the deity of Christ as you and I would

understand it. For them Christ was a created, non-eternal being, who was brother to Lucifer. He

would be considered a god. Obviously, we both disagree with their teaching.]
JESUS AND GOD THE FATHER CO-EQUALLY 
SHARE THE SAME NAMES AND ATTRIBUTES

1. Yahweh/Jehovah: John 8:58 (In the Greek, the words “I AM” are present tense, not “I was.” The
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, translates “I AM” in Exodus 3:14 as ego eimi.
Exodus 3:14, you recall, is where God declares his name to be “I AM” (translated Yahweh, or the less
accurate pronunciation Jehovah). Ego eimi is also translated as “I am” in the following passages where
Jesus says, “I am the bread of life,” “I am the living water,” “I am the door of the Sheep,” “Unless you
believe I am he . . .,” “I am he,” etc. See: Mark 14:62, John 6:35, 48; 8:24; 10:7; 18:5.) [ Mosiah 12:33;
II Nephi 22:2]

2. God: Hebrews 1:8, II Peter 1:1 (In Greek, both God and Savior modify Jesus Christ), John 1:1 [cf. verse
14], Titus 2:13;  Acts 20:28. [Mosiah 12:33,34; 7:27; 13:34; 16:15; 17:8; 26:26; Alma 11:38,39; I Nephi
11:26; 13:41; 19:13; II Nephi 1:10; 6:9; 10:3,7; 11:7; 25:29; 26:12]

3. Alpha and Omega: Revelation 22:13 (cf. v. 16), [I Nephi 20:12,13].
4. First and Last: Revelation 2:8 [cf. Isaiah 44:6]
5. Lord: Acts 10:36; I Corinthians 2:8; Philippians 2:10,11 [I Nephi 17:14, 30; Mosiah 3:18]
6. Savior: Isaiah 43:10 vs. Titus 2:13  [I Nephi 10:4; 21:26; Mosiah 3:20]
7. King: Revelations 19:16 [II Nephi 10:14; 16:5; Alma 5:50]
8. Judge: John 5:22 [II Nephi 13:13; Mosiah 2:27; 3:10,18]
9. Holy One: Acts 3:14 [I Nephi 20:17; II Nephi 1:10; 2:15-18; 9:15; Omni 1:26 (cf. v. 25)]
10. Light: John 8:12 [I Nephi 13:36; 15:15; II Nephi 4:35; Jacob 7:25]
11. Rock: I Corinthians 10:3-4
12. Redeemer: Psalm 50:7, Acts 20:28 [I Nephi 17:30; 21:7,26; 10:5; II Nephi 2:6; 33:6; Mosiah 15:1;

26:26]
13. Shepherd: I Peter 5:4 [I Nephi 13:41; Alma 5:38]
14. Healer: Acts 9:34)
15. Creator: (as noted earlier)  [God the Father (I Nephi 2:12; 17:36; 20:13; II Nephi 2:14; 8:15; 9:40;
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Jacob 2:5), God the Son (II Nephi 9:5; Mosiah 3:8; 4:2 [cf. v. 9]; 26:23) God the Holy Spirit: (Alma
18:26-29).]

16. Omniscient [all-knowing]: [I Nephi 9:6; Mosiah 29:19 (cf.  3:8)]
17. Giver of Life: I Corinthians 15:45; John 17:2
18. Forgiver of Sins: Mark 2:7-11
19. Omnipresent [everywhere at once]: Matthew 28:20; Revelation 3:20; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:17—

which is something no “man” could do. You can have the very Spirit of Christ living in you (Galatians
4:6).

20. Omnipotent [all-powerful]: Matthew 28:18; Mark 1:29-34; John 10:18; Jude 24 [I Nephi 1:14; 9:6;
17:48; Mosiah 3:5,17, 18, 21; 4:6; 5:15].

21. Immutable [unchanging]: Hebrews 13:8  [II Nephi 27:23; Moroni 10:18,19] 
22. Eternal : Isaiah 9:6 [I Nephi 11:21; 13:40; II Nephi 9:8; 26:12; Mosiah 3:5]
23. Spoke as God: Matthew 23:34-37
24. Was worshiped: (as noted earlier).[I Nephi 11:24; 17:55; II Nephi 25:16, 29]
25. Received Prayers as God: I Corinthians 1:2, Acts 7:59, 60  [I Nephi 1:5; II Nephi 32:9; Enos 1:4;

III Nephi 19:18]

BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR TRINITY 
Dan, this is really important. I know it will take time, but look up the verses....it is worth it!

I. Grammatical:
A. Plural Pronouns Used For God

1. Elohim is the Hebrew word for God. It comes from two Hebrew words; El (or Eloah), which is the
word translated “god.” “Im” is the plural ending. For example, in Genesis 1:1 it says, “In the begin-
ning God (plural) created (singular) the heavens and the earth.”

2. The terms us or our are sometimes used by God when referring to Himself (Genesis 1:26; 3:22;
11:7; Isaiah 6:8).

3. In Ecclesiastes 12:1 the word creator is actually plural in Hebrew. In Isaiah 54:5 the word maker
is plural in Hebrew. This is consistent with the concept of the Trinity. All three members of the
Godhead are said to be creator(s). 
Father: Genesis 1:1; Job 54:5; Psalm  95:5-6
Son: John 1:2-3,10; Colossians 1:15-18; Hebrews 1:2,10.
Holy Spirit: Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30.

4. Deuteronomy 6:4 is one of the premiere verses in all of scripture expressing the oneness of God.
What is not often realized is how the plurality of God is shown in this verse.  The verse reads “Hear,
O Israel: The LORD (Yahweh, singular) is our God (elohim, plural). The LORD (Yahweh, singu-
lar) is one (plural).” [We are used to thinking of the word “one” as singular. In this case it is plural;
just as man and woman become one.]

5. In the New Testament, Matthew 28:19 gives one of the clearest evidences for the doctrine of the Trinity.
Jesus said we are to “. . . baptize in the name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”
(emphasis ours). This verse clearly shows that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit comprise one name.
If they were not one, the verse would read “names.”

6. In numerous places in the Old Testament two Yahweh’s, or two elohim’s, are mentioned showing
a plurality within the Godhead: Genesis 19:24; Psalm 45:6-7; Isaiah 44:6; Hosea1: 1:7;
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Zechariah 1:12-14; 2:8-9. 
B. Other Places In Old Testament Where The Trinity Is Indicated: II Samuel 23:2,3; Isaiah 6:3; 48:16-

17; 59:20-21; 63:8-16.
C. Other Places In The New Testament Where The Trinity Is Revealed: Matthew 3:16-17; 22:43-45;

28:19; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 1:35; 3:21,22; John 3:34-36; 14:26; 16:13-15; Acts 2:32,33,38,39; 20:21-
23; Romans 15:16,30; I Corinthians 12:4-6; II Corinthians 3:4-6; 13:14 (cf., Numbers 6:24-26);
Ephesians 1:3-14 (vv. 3-6 = Father, vv. 4-12 = Son, vv. 13-14 = Holy Spirit); Ephesians 2:18-22; 3:14-
17; 4:4-6; II Thessalonians 2:13-14; I Timothy 3:15-16; Hebrews 9:14; 10:7-15; I Peter 1:2.

D. The Interpersonal Relationships Between The Father, Son and Holy Spirit Are Clearly Shown:
1. Between The Father And Son:

a.   They are one: John 8:19; 10:28-30; 12:45; 13:20; 14:7-9; II Corinthians 1:21; Colossians
1:15.

b.  They are distinct: Psalms 2:7,11-12; 110:1; Daniel 7:13; Matthew 11:27; Luke 3:22; John 3:16-
17; 5:17, 23, 26; 14:23; 15:1; 17:5, 18, 21, 23; Hebrews 12:23-24.

2. Between Jesus And The Holy Spirit
a.   They are one: John 7:37-19; Acts 16:6-7; Romans 8:9-11; Galatians 4:6 (cf., 3:5,14); I Peter

1:11; I John 5:7 (cf., John 14:6); Revelation 19:10.
b.   They are distinct: John 14:16-17; 16:7,14; Romans 8:26-27,34; I Corinthians 12:3.

3. The Father And The Holy Spirit
a. They are one: I Corinthians 12:3; Matthew 10:20; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 2:22; Hebrews

10:15-16 (cf. Jeremiah 31:33).
b. They are distinct: Isaiah 48:16; John 14:26; I Corinthians 2:10,11.

D. The Deity Of God The Father And The Son: I have already tried to show that Jesus and Father
coequally share the same names and attributes. They each are referred to as eternal, omnipotent,
omnipresent, worthy of worship, etc.

E. The Deity Of The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the third member of the Trinity. Contrary to the teachings of some, the Holy Spirit
is not an it, or some impersonal energy force. As you will see, the Holy Spirit bears the attributes of deity.
The Holy Spirit is God’s Spirit.—The Holy Spirit:
1. Is called God: I John 4:2-3; I Corinthians 2:4-5, 10-16; John 4:24; II Corinthians 3:17; Matthew 10:20,

Acts 28:25-28.
2. Is called Yahweh: Hebrews 3:7-11 (cf. 4:4); 10:15-16; Numbers 11:29.
3. Is “Most High” : Luke 1:35
4. Speaks: II Samuel 23:2-3; Mark 13:11; Acts 1:16, 13:2; 20:23; I Corinthians 12:3.

5. Teaches: Nehemiah 9:20; Luke 12:12
6. Is omnipresent: Psalm 139:7
7. Is referred to with personal pronouns: John 16:14; Acts 13:2
8. Was lied to: Acts 5:3,4
9. Performs miracles: I Corinthians 12:9-10
10. Is Christ’s Spirit: Romans 8:9
11. Commands: Acts 8:29; 13:2-4
12. Gives life: John 6:63 (cf., Psalm 36:9 [Father], John 5:21 [Son]) and II Corinthians 3:6
13. Can be blasphemed (NOTE: a clear sign of deity!—One does not blaspheme an “it.”):

Mark 3:29
14. Thinks: Romans 8:27
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15. Bestows eternal life: Galatians 6:8
16. Has emotions: Romans 14:17; Ephesians 4:30
17. Is omniscient: I Corinthians 2:11; 12:8
18. Is eternal: Hebrews 9:14
19.   Intercedes: Romans 8:26

20.   Counselor: John 14:26; 16:5-15
21.   Comforts: Acts 9:31

F. The WAY International teaches that God is “Spirit” (pneuma), but that when the Bible speaks of
the “Holy Spirit” (pneuma hagios), it is referring to a gift God gives, and not to God himself? This is not
what the Bible teaches. The Spirit and the Holy Spirit are one and the same: God. There are at least 14
places in the Bible where the terms, Spirit and Holy Spirit, are used interchangeably? Have a look for your-
self.

1. Luke 7:22 (cf. Matt. 3:16)
2. Matthew 28, 31 (cf. verse 32)
3. John 14:6-7 (cf. verse 26)
4. Acts 2:4 (cf. same verse, last half)
5. Acts 5:3-4 (cf. verse 9)
6. I Corinthians 12:3 (cf., last half of same verse).
7. Matthew 12:36 (cf., 22:43)
8. Luke 2:26 (cf. verse 27)
9. Luke 4:1 (cf. last half of same verse)

10. Acts 6:3 (cf. verse 5)
11. Acts 8:17 (cf. verse 18)
12. John 7:39 (cf. Acts 1:5)
13. Hebrews 10:15-16 (c.f., verse 29)
14. Isaiah 63:11 (c.f., verse 14).

II. SUMMARY: 

The Holy Spirit is not merely a gift, or an impersonal outpouring from God, but the Holy Spirit
is the living Spirit of God. Spirit implies life. Where do I get the notion that the Holy Spirit is liv-
ing? II Timothy 1:14b says, “. . . guard it (the gospel) with the help of the Holy Spirit (pneuma
hagios) who lives in you.” (emphasis mine) 

Also, if the Spirit and God the Father, are one and the same, as the Way International teaches,
how is it then that the Spirit (pneuma) ‘intercedes’ for the saints according to the will of God?—
(Romans 8:26). Who is the Spirit of God interceding to? A couple of verses later, it says that Jesus
also intercedes for us. If God is three in one [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit], and if there is inter-
communication between each member of the Trinity [e.g., John 14:16, 17, 26], then these verses
pose no problem. Those who deny the Trinity are faced with unanswerable problems, whereas
belief in a Triune God harmonizes all of the various verses in the Bible related to God the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

In summary, is the term Trinity used in scripture?—No. Is the concept of the Trinity clearly taught in
scripture?—Yes.
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_______________________________________________________
Additional notes on the Holy Spirit
1. The Holy Spirit is the third member of the Trinity. In Matthew 28:19,20 the word “name” [sin-

gular in Greek] is used to describe the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit...implying that the three are
contained in one [singular] name, the name God.

2. The term baptism of the Spirit is used in I Corinthians 12:13 and it refers to conversion, where
we were all spiritually “baptized” into the body of Christ. There are numerous references that
Christ would baptize us with the Spirit [e.g. Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5, etc.].

3. In the same chapter, I Corinthians 12:30, Paul mentions that all believers do not speak in
tongues. Therefore, we can conclude that speaking in tongues and being baptized in the Spirit
are not one and the same.

4. In scripture there is no mention [to my knowledge] of a “second blessing.” Some argue that in
the book of Acts some who had been baptized under John the Baptist’s baptism received a sec-
ond blessing after they received the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues. To say this is
the spiritual norm is rather unlikely.

5. While all believers are baptized in the Holy Spirit [I Corinthians 12:13], not all believers are
“filled” with the Spirit [Ephesians 5:18]. Filling is on-going, not a once for all proposition.

6. How are we filled?...by repentance, faith, asking
a. Realize it is a command of God that we be filled. [Ephesians 5:18].
b. Repent of all known sin [personal and ancestral]. If you feel there may be any demonic ener-

gy behind these sins [e.g. Ephesians 4:24], in the name of Jesus command the demons to
leave. Invite the Holy Spirit to fill all voids vacated by the demons so they will not return
[Matthew 12: 43-45]. Read the “Bondage Breaker” by Neil Anderson.

c. We know that if we ask anything according to God’s will we know he hears us, and we know
that it is His will that we be filled. [I John 5:13,14] Therefore, we can pray in confidence to
be filled with His Spirit. 

d. We must realize that receiving the Holy Spirit is a gift of God’s grace. It is yielding to a
Person. [Acts 2:38; John 3:34] 

e. The Spirit fills those who obey Him. [Acts 5:32]
f. It isn’t always how much we have of the Spirit, but how much of us does He have...100%?

7. The Fruit of the Spirit [love, joy, peace, etc.] are the by-product of the Spirit’s working in our
life. [Galatians 5:22]

8. The Gifts of the Spirit are mentioned in Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, and I Peter
4. All believers, at the moment of conversion, are blessed with at least one spiritual gift.

9. All believers are “sealed” with the Spirit at the moment of conversion, and the Spirit is our
“guarantee” of being saved. [Ephesians 1:13, 14; II Corinthians 5:5]

10. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is the one unforgivable sin mentioned in scripture [Luke 12:10].
Some thoughts:

a. Those who fear they have committed this sin probably haven’t. The Pharisees to whom Jesus
spoke were totally hardened to the things of God to the point that they called the works of
Jesus, the incarnate God, evil. They hated Jesus.

b. Question: was this sin unforgivable because God would not forgive, or because their hearts
were so hardened that it was impossible for them to repent, therefore make it an unforgiv-
able sin?

c. God knows our hearts. Anyone genuinely coming to Him for forgiveness will receive it.
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11. The greatest joys in the Christian life are as we fellowship in the Holy Spirit. [Luke 4:1;
Romans 14:17; 15:13; II Corinthians 3:17; Philippians 2:1].

12. The only real power we have in witnessing is as the Holy Spirit speaks through us.[Matthew
13:11; Acts 2:4, 18; 4:8, 25; II Timothy 1:7]

13. With the Spirit ordinary people can do extraordinary things.
14. All believers are to be led by the Holy Spirit [Galatians 5:18, 25]. 

Though it will take some time, look up each of these verses, and allow the Holy Spirit to minister
His truth to you.

V. About womens’ dress, Dan, I agree with you in part. Yes, women should dress modestly as I
Peter 3:3,4 says.  However, women don’t need to hide their beauty or dress weird. Most non-
Christian women I know would never become Pentecostal because they think they would have to
dress weird and be made fun of. I feel bad that dress would stand in the way of salvation. My posi-
tion is that God is not against beauty. Do you recall the description of the woman in Proverbs 31
dressed in “purple?”  Do you recall how God adorned (metaphorically) the woman in Ezekiel and
how God himself dressed her in beautiful clothes and jewelry [Ezekiel 18:9-14]. To dress beauti-
fully is not sin. To dress seductively and immodestly is a sin and an obvious temptation to men.

I believe when Peter says that womens’ beauty is not to be in the outward adorning of clothes,
he was not saying women could not dress and make themselves beautiful, but rather that true beau-
ty should be that of the heart and their conduct toward their wives. 

There is a balance to be sought. I feel sad when I think of all the women the Pentecostal church
turns away because they feel they must dress weird, by today’s standards, in order to embrace
Christ. True godliness and separation from the world is a thing of the heart. It is our love for Christ
and our willingness to lay down our lives for him and be separate from the world’s sins that will
set us apart. It is not wrong to try to fit into the culture as much as possible, as Paul said, “He had
become all things to all mean that he might by all means try to save some.” When in China, dress
like the Chinese, etc. Again, am I saying it is alright for women to dress immodestly? No, of
course not, but don’t dress in such a way that unbelievers are turned away from Christ. About head
coverings in Paul’s day, I agree that head coverings of some sort were used in worship (I Cor. 11).
On that point, I believe Pentecostals are probably more scriptural than most other Christians.

Beyond that, I think were Paul alive today he would not insist that Christian women go against
the culture as long as they were not sinning by dressing immodestly. I see where you are coming
from: I just don’t take it to the extremes that the Pentecostal church does.

VI. About tongues: I’m not anti-tongues, if it is the true gift of the Holy Spirit but it can also be
counterfeited by Satan. (Hindus and Buddhists also speak in tongues.) Even though tongues may
be an evidence of the Spirit, I do not believe that all Christians will speak in tongues. I Corinthians
12:28 makes that abundantly clear. What God did on the day of Pentecost, what he did as revival
broke out in Samaria and many spoke in tongs, or what he did among the first Gentile converts
where they too spoke in tongues was awesome. Just because scripture says they spoke in tongues
does not mean that everyone has to speak in tongues when they “believe.” For example, when I
was filled with the Holy Spirit, the Lord’s presence filled the room. I’ve never spoken in tongues,
but God’s power and blessing has been on my life. I know that I am saved as the indwelling Holy
Spirit is my witness. 
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For example, when Paul was saved on the Damascus road scripture does not say that he spoke
in tongues, but it was apparently a spiritual gift he received later. Do you see my point? God gives
his gifts to whomever he desires, whenever he desires, however he desires. Tongues is a gift. Some
will have it. Some will not. It can be an evidence of salvation, but saying that it is necessary for
salvation is like saying you must be struck blind like Paul was on the Damascus Road in order to
be saved, which, of course, is absurd.

Dan, whether you agree or disagree with me on these various points, I wanted to respond to
your kindness in sharing your beliefs with me. Whether we agree totally or not, I hope you will
better understand and respect my evangelical position. The main thing is that we both honor God’s
word to the best of our ability and understanding. May His Spirit lead us to truth.
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