
BROKEN CISTERNS 
 
 In Jeremiah 2:5 it says “They (referring to the children of Israel) 
followed worthless idols and became worthless.” That is so profound. We 
become like whatever we idolize. Have you noticed how the media puts a 
premium on things which really have not eternal significance.  Sports is fun 
to watch, but to treat a man or woman as extra special just because they can 
do something with a ball in God’s economy is stupid. God would say that 
some little old granny who prays hours a day is a superstar in the Kingdom. 
God, still speaking through Jeremiah goes on to say, “My people have 
committed two sins: they have forsake me, the spring of living water and 
have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” 
 Listen to what C.S Lewis wrote in his classic book, The Weight Of 
Glory: “I know no promise that He [God] will accept a deliberate 
compromise. For He has, in the last resort, nothing to give us but Himself; 
and He can give that only insofar as our self-affirming will retires and 
makes room for Him in our souls . . . For He claims all, because He is love 
and must bless. He cannot bless us unless He has us. When we try to keep 
within us an area that is our own, we try to keep an area of death. 
Therefore, in love, He claims all. There’s no bargaining with Him . . . ‘If you 
have not chosen the Kingdom of God, it will make in the end no difference 
what you have chosen instead.’ Those are hard words to take. Will it really 
make no difference whether it was women or patriotism, cocaine or art, 
whisky or a seat in the Cabinet, money or science? Well, surely no difference 
that matters. We shall have missed the end for which we are formed and 
rejected the only thing that satisfies. Does it matter to a man dying in a 
desert by which choice of route he missed the only well?” 
  


