
What Will Heaven Be Like?
Have you ever asked yourself what Heaven will be like? May I invite you to come with me on

a journey where you will get a sneak preview of Heaven. Dig out your New Testament, a pen and
some paper, and join me in this study. In broad terms, here is what the Bible has to say about
Heaven.

1. HEAVEN WILL BE A PLACE OF ETERNAL REST AND PEACE: There will be
nothing to make us afraid. At last, we can rest from our earthly labors and concerns [Hebrews
4:1,3, 10,11]. Interestingly, while Heaven is a place of rest, it is not neces-sarily a quiet place. In
fact, it is often very noisy. There is thunder coming from the throne of God, great multitudes of
people will be shouting and rejoicing, there are mighty angels speaking with loud voices, etc.
[Hebrews 12:26; Revelation 1:13-16; 6:1; 7:10; 8:5; 10:3; 11:15,19; 14:14,15; 16:1;18:2;
19:1,6,17,18].

2. BEAUTY AND CELEBRATION: I once took a trip to Colorado to go hiking in the moun-
tains with a friend. As we were ready to leave he said, “I hope you brought two pairs of socks.” I
said, “How come?” He said, “It’s so beautiful up there your first pair will get blown off!”—That
is how I like to think of Heaven. We’ll each need an extra pair of socks.

In I Corinthians 2:9 Paul says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what
God has prepared for those who love him.” The leaves of the New Testament rustle with tales of
vibrant colors around the throne, of streets of gold, of foundations of precious jewels [Revelation
19-22]. The Bible also speaks of incredible brightness and light [versus hell which is absolute
darkness: Jude 13; II Peter 2:17].

According to Paul, God dwells in “unapproachable light” [I Timothy 6:16]. The glory and
brightness coming from God will fill Heaven and earth [Revelation 21:23; cf. Ezekiel 43:2 in the
Old Testament]. Heaven will be filled with color and light beyond comprehension. Angelic beings
and glorified saints, it says, will shine like the sun or the morning star [Matthew 4:16; 13:43; 17:2;
28:3; Mark 9:3; Luke 2:9; 9:29-31; 24:4; Acts 9:3; 12:7; 22:6,11; Ephesians 5:27; II Thessalonians
1:7; 2:8; I Peter 2:9; II Peter 1:17; I John 2:8; Revelation 1:13-16; 18:1; 21:23].

Everyone in Heaven is said to wear white [or white with gold]. What color is the embodiment
of all colors? It is white. All the colors of the rainbow are in white. What one color best reflects
true color? White. Imagine all God’s children dressed in white, as colors from the throne of God
reflect on everyones’ clothing. It will be beautiful beyond words. [See: Mark 9:3; Luke 9:29-31;
John 20:12; Revelation 1:13-16; 19:8; 21:3.]

We will not only see glory, but we will enter into it, bathe in it, embrace it, and rejoice in it
[Matthew 24:27; 25:31; Mark 8:58; 13:26; Luke 9:26,29-31; 21:27; 24:26; John 1:14; I
Corinthians 2:7-9; II Corinthians 4:16-18; Ephesians 3:16; Philippians 3:20,21; Colossians 1:27;
I Timothy 1:17; II Timothy 4:18; Hebrews 1:3; 2:7,10; I Peter 5:1; II Peter 1:3; Revelation 1:6;
4:2,3; 21:19-26].

While Heaven will be beautiful beyond expression, Paul also says something very interesting.
Following his vision of Heaven, Paul did not focus on what he had seen, although it had to be
incredible; instead he said he “heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to
tell.”[II Corinthians 12:4]—Paul, one of the wisest, most intelligent men to ever live, was over-
whelmed by the profound wisdom and the things which were talked about in Heaven. Imagine sit-
ting at the feet of infinite wisdom.

 



In Heaven there will also be joyful celebration and feasting [Matthew 8:11; Luke 12:33-37;
14:24; 22:30; Revelation 19:9]. Can you imagine sitting in glorious light, with music and angels;
fellowshipping and talking with people you love at the deepest heart-level? No superficiality. No
small talk. And, if we could see each other as we will one day be, we would be tempted to fall at
each others’ feet and worship one another [Revelation 19:10].

3. INHERITANCE: When we get to Heaven we will not be bored sitting on some cloud
strumming a harp. Rather, it says we will inherit a Kingdom, that we are joint-heirs with Christ,
that God will put us in charge of all he has, that we will rule with him, and other such incredible
things. For example:

a. We will be joint-heirs with Christ [Romans 8:17; Ephesians 1:18; Revelation 21:7].
b. All spiritual blessing will be ours in Christ. [Ephesians 1:3].
c. We will inherit a Kingdom [Matthew 7:21; 21:41,43; 25:34; Colossians 1:12,13; Hebrews

12:28; James 2:5].
d. We will inherit a city, the New Jerusalem, something so beautiful it defies description. It

will be 1,400 miles high, wide, and long [Hebrews 11:10; 13:14; Revelation 21,22].
e. We will inherit a home [John 14:1,2]. It will be a home of righteousness. There will be no

sin, pain, death, or suffering. There will be no need of police, firemen, doctors, nurses, hos-
pitals, prisons, or other such things [II Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:3-5,27].

f. We will inherit a country [Hebrews 11:14,16].
g. We will inherit a place described as paradise [Luke 23:43]. With words that awaken our imag-

ination, we are told that we will drink from the water of life, that we will eat from the tree of life,
and that some day we will be swallowed up by life. [John 7:38; II Corinthians 5:1-4; I Timothy
6:18; I Peter 2:9; Revelation 2:6; 7:16,17;  21:6; 22:1,14,17].

h. As hard as it is to comprehend, God will put us in charge of all his possessions, which
includes a New Heaven and a New Earth and over things we cannot imagine. [Matthew 24:46,47;
25:23,29; Luke 12:43,44; Romans 8:32; Galatians 3:29; Hebrews 6:12; 10:34.]

i. We will possess each other. Just as husband and wife here on earth are “one,” in heaven we
will all be “one,” just as the holy Trinity is “one.” [John 17:20,21]. 

In I Corinthians 3:22,23 Paul says “...all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or
Cephas...” Did you catch it? He mentions people as one of our possessions. With all the glorious
people and things in Heaven, why won’t we covet and lust after them?—Because they are already
ours. (We don’t lust or covet what we already possess.) In Heaven there will be no lust since we
will all own and possess each other in a gloriously holy way. Such oneness and joy is hard to fath-
om, but so it will be.  

4. WE WILL HAVE A GLORIOUS NEW BODY: No more wrinkles, love-handles, saddle-
hips, aches or pains. We will have a glorious new body that will radiate glory and light, that will
not be confined by gravity [I Thessalonians 4:17]. It will be eternal, immortal, and imperishable
[Romans 8:11,18-25; I Corinthians 15:37, 42-53; II Corinthians 4:17; 5:1-4; Philippians 3:19,21;
I Peter 1:4]. Our new bodies will also have incredible power. Like a seed, we were sown in weak-
ness, but we will be raised in awesome power. [I Corinthians 15:43; Ephesians 1:19].

5. HEAVEN WILL BE ETERNAL: When we receive Christ as Lord and Savior, we inherit
eternal life. It is hard to comprehend timelessness, where there is no night, where fullness of joy
will be the order of the (endless) day, where there will be no fatigue, no boredom. [See: Matthew
19:29; Mark 10:29,30; Luke 16:9; 18:30; John 3:16,36; 4:14,36; 5:24; 6:40; 10:28; 12:25; 17:2,3;
Romans 2:6,7; 6:23; Galatians 6:8; I Thessalonians 4:17; II Timothy 1:10, 2:10; Titus 3:7; Hebrews



5:9; 9:15,28; I Peter 1:9; II Peter 1:11].
6. IT WILL BE A PLACE OF REWARDS: What we do on earth counts for eternity. Jesus

even went so far as to say that if we give someone a cup of cold water in his name that we will not
lose our reward [Mark 9:41]. 

a. When Christ returns for his church it says he will have his rewards with him. [Matthew 16:27;
Revelation 22:12]. This is when we will get our new bodies, and our greatest reward will to be with
Jesus, to finally see him face to face and become his bride. 

b. Jesus taught that a major goal of our lives should be to “lay up treasures in Heaven.”
[Matthew 6:19-21].—Two guys were discussing Bill Gates, who is one of the richest people on
earth. The one said, “How much money do you think Bill Gates will leave when he dies?” The other
said, “All of it!”—Only those who have laid up treasure in Heaven are truly rich [Matthew 5:12;
6:19-21; 19:21; Luke 12:33,34; I Timothy 6:19; Hebrews 10:35,36; I Peter 2:12; Revelation
22:12].

c. God will bring all our works into judgment, and we will be rewarded for our good deeds. If
we were persecuted for the name of Christ we will receive a great reward [Luke 6:22,23]. Attitude
is also important. Those with a servant’s heart will be specially rewarded [Matthew 18:4; 23:12;
Mark 10:43; Luke 14:11]. [Also see: Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 6:22,23; 12:37,38; 14:14; John 3:19;
6:27; I Corinthians 3:8,13,14; 4:5; 9:17; 15:58; II Corinthians 1:14; 5:10; Ephesians 6:8,10;
Philippians 2:16; 3:14; Colossians 3:23,24;  Hebrews 4:13; 6:10; Revelation 11:18; 14:3; 19:7,8.]

d. There are varying degrees of reward in Heaven [Matthew 5:19; 10:41; 11:11; 18:1-4; II John
8], just as there are varying degrees of punishment in hell [Matthew 10:15; 11:21,22; Mark 12:40;
Luke 10:12-14]. If I read scripture correctly, those who bury their talents, and live according to
the flesh, will suffer loss and embarrassment on the day of judgment. [Matthew 25:24-30; Mark
8:38; I Corinthians 3:12-15; 4:4,5; 11:11; II Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 6:7-9; James 3:1; II John
1:8]. Great reward is promised those who overcome [Revelation 2:7,10,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21].

God longs for people who will love and obey him with all their heart [I Corinthians 15:58]. They
will be rewarded with “glory and honor” [Romans 2:6,7,10; I Peter 1:4,7]. Many will inherit crowns
[I Corinthians 9:25; II Timothy 4:8; James 1:12]. God will praise each of us for the good we have
done [I Corinthians 4:5]. Can you imagine all the eyes of Heaven upon you, and have God himself
honor you by saying, “Well done!”? [See: Matthew 25:19-23; I Corinthians 4:5; Philippians 2:16;
I Peter 1:7; Revelation 4:5]. 

If you came to Christ late in life, thank God you came. It is better late than never. Through the
blood of Christ all our sins can be forgiven, even the sins of not living for God. In Christ there is
forgiveness if we will but ask [I John 1:9; Mark 11:25; Luke 6:37; Romans 3:23; 4:7,8; 5:8; 8:1,
32; I Corinthians 11:31; I John 1:8-10; 2:1,2; 4:16-18; etc.]. It is better to finish the race of life
strong, than start strong and end weak [II Timothy 4:7,8; Revelation 2:4,5].

f. Those living for Christ will be richly welcomed into Heaven [Luke 16:9; II Peter 1:11]. As I
have pondered, “What would a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior be?”,
I thought of several things. Obviously, to be welcome by Jesus, as Stephen was at his death [Acts
8:55,56], would be incredible. To finally meet my guardian angel(s) will be awesome. Then I
thought how wonderful it would be to have all the people whose lives I’ve touched, and who have
touched my life, to have them there to greet me.—Talk about a party and joy unspeakable.

There is a story told of an old missionary who had to return home because of health reasons. On
board his ship was a famous personality. As the ship pulled into port there was a large crowd of
people with banners, balloons, and a band to welcome the celebrity. As the old missionary walked



down the gang plank, there wasn’t a single soul there to greet him. He felt sad and terribly disap-
pointed. He lifted his eyes toward Heaven and said, “Lord, did you forget?” The Lord replied, “My
son, you’re not home yet!”

g. Perhaps the greatest reward of all will be the closeness we share with God. In very colorful
language the Bible speaks of us entering into the joy of the Lord [Matthew 25:23; John 15:11,12;
16:22]. As C.S. Lewis once remarked, “Joy is the serious business of Heaven.”

The New Testament says that we will experience unimaginable closeness with God. He will
dwell with us [Revelation 21:1-7], and he will “dwell in us” [John 14:20; II Corinthians 5:5;
Ephesians 1:13,14,23; 2:21,22]. God will give us a new name [Revelation 2:17], and for all eterni-
ty we will be able to look into the face of love, into the very face of God [Revelation 22:4]. Much
of Heaven will simply be searching out and enjoying who God is. He is infinite, eternal, all-pow-
erful, all-wise, all-loving, all-holy, unchanging, etc. 

With great delight, and with romance beyond all words, we, the church, will be wed to Christ
[Matthew 25:1-10; Ephesians 5:31, 32; Revelation 19:6-10; 21:2]. [For other verses about our rela-
tionship with God see: Luke 10:42; 12:37,38; John 12:26; 14:1,2; 17:5, 21,22; Romans 8:29,35,37-
39; I Corinthians 2:9; 13:12; 15:49; Ephesians 1:3,23; 3:8; Philippians 3:8; Colossians 2:2,3; I Peter
1:8; 5:1; Jude 24,25; Revelation 3:4,5,12,21; 22:3,4.]

7. HEAVEN WILL BE A PLACE OF TOTAL DIS-CLOSURE: One of the more unsettling
aspects of Heaven is that it will be a place of total disclosure. If I understand correctly, on judgment
day every thought, word, and deed will be exposed for all to see and hear [Matthew 12:36-42; Mark
4:22; Luke 12:2-9]. At first this thought scared me, and it still does some, but it will also bring
relief; no more secrets, no more having to pretend we’re something we’re not. We will know all
there is to know about each other; which also answers the question of whether we will know each
other in Heaven. Yes we will, in ways we never dreamed.

According to scripture, believers will judge the world and angels [I Corinthians 6:2,3]. The way
we have judged others here on earth will be one way in which we will be judged [Mark 4:24,25].

I was once speaking with a terminally ill patient and she said she didn’t feel good enough to go
to Heaven. I said, “You’re not. That’s why we need a Savior.” I then told her the story of the broth-
er and sister who had gotten their school pictures. The sister was complaining about how bad her
pictures looked. She said, “These pictures don’t do me justice.” Her brother replied, “You don’t
want justice, you want mercy!”—How true. We all stand in need of God’s mercy, and that is the
wonderful good news Jesus brings us. If we are willing to turn from our sins (repent) and place our
faith and trust in Him, we will not only be forgiven, but we will inherit eternal life and all that I’ve
just described.

Pascal, the 17th century French mathematician/philosopher, said, “There are only two kinds of
people one may call wise: those who serve God with all their heart because they know him, or those
who seek God with all their heart because they do not know him.”

We cannot undo the past, with its failures and sins, but we can accept God’s forgiveness today
and begin living for him with a holy passion. We have but a short time here on earth to lay up treas-
ure in Heaven, but all eternity to enjoy them. As C.S. Lewis said, “When the Author walks onto the
stage the play is over.” I pray that you will know Christ’s incredible love for you, and that this love
will become the motivation for all you do [Ephesians 3:14-21]. Loving God, others, and ourselves
is what it is all about. You only have one life to live for God. Don’t miss this opportunity.

Imagine the joy of investing in the lives of people—whether praying for them, winning them to
Christ, serving them in love, discipling them—and having all eternity to enjoy them and feel their



gratitude. This may be one reason Paul wrote in I Thes-salonians 2:19,20, “For what is our hope,
our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is
it not you?”—People! Are you investing your life in eternal relationships? [Matthew 28:19,20].
Streets of gold will be nice, but my heart aches for never-ending relationships of love. 

Just as Heaven is real, so is hell. Eternal issues beyond what you or I can possibly imagine are
at stake. The main purpose of life is to prepare for eternity. Each of us are one breath and one heart-
beat from stepping into forever. Life matters, incredibly so.

If you have never committed your life to Christ, and you are not sure that if you were to die today
that you would go to Heaven, may I suggest the following prayer: “Dear Lord Jesus, I thank you
for loving me. I am sorry for the sin, and pride, and lack of trust that has kept me from you. I believe
you died on the cross and rose again to pay for my sin which has separated me from you. As best
as I know how, right now, I place my life in your hands. I invite you to come into my life. Forgive
me of my sin and make me the person you want me to be. By your grace I want to start living for
you. Calm my fears, carry my burdens, and open my heart to receive your love. Thank you for hear-
ing this prayer.  Amen.”

In Colossians 3:1,2 Paul says we are to set our hearts and our minds on things above (Heaven),
not on the things of this world. Once Heaven becomes real to you, as it has me, it will change how
you live. Living with an eternal perspective changes everything. We live in a little speck of time
between two eternities, but oh what a speck of time it is. Enjoy it, and live it to the max for our
Lord, for soon, very soon, it will all be over.—Hope to see you there!


